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Greetings

FROM LD SIG LD COORDINATOR LDSIG 2—F 4 X—% XV
HUGH NICOLL Eax—e=2a)u
Greetings all, XA, ZATHIE

It's been a busy year so far, and will continue to be
for the next five months as we finish up this
academic year, and plunge ahead with
preparations for the next one, now not so very far
away on the horizon.

Now almost mid-October, and in less than six
weeks we'll gather in Nagoya this year's national
conference. | am looking forward to seeing many
SIG members at the SIG Forum, at the AGM, and
at the SIG party we are organizing for Saturday
evening, 20 November. | hope many of you will be
able to join us.

| especially want to thank Andy Barfield, Alison
Stewart, Colin Rundle, Kay Irie, and Stacey Vye for
the discussion they contributed to the Discussion
Mailing List at the end of September. Back in June,
in post-Nakasendo discussions we talked some of
the SIG's mission, and the fact that some members
feel that we need to re-dedicate ourselves to
defining our goals as a group, and to re-evaluate
our activities and practices as a SIG. In the coming
weeks, leading up to the conference, | encourage
as many members as possible to read and reflect
on the points raised in the message Alison posted
to the list, and to contribute your perspectives to an
on-going discussion.

For my part, | would like to encourage a return to
a shared co-coordinator leadership structure, and
to ask that members not currently serving as
officers contribute their ideas and energies to
shared commitments to

helping us fulfil our

researching and reflecting on autonomy in
language education.

We'll be working on the agenda for the AGM
online, so please join in the conversation.
All the best,

Hugh
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FROM THE EDITORS
ELLEN HEAD AND PATRICK KIERNAN
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Hello Everyone and welcome to another edition of
Learning Learning.

At the time of writing some of us are getting
ready for the Moveable Feast event at Osaka
Gakuin University. Hopefully this will event will be
an opportunity to share the fruits of teaching and
thinking over this year’s sweltering summer as well
as a chance to stimulate future discussions and
research projects. In any case, this issue of
Learning Learning offers food for thought in the
form of some very specific accounts from teachers
who are working with students on developing
autonomy in the context of the classroom and the
self-access centre. Fostering independence is
important in any learning situation where the aim is
the massive task of acquiring a foreign language
but this seems particularly important when teaching
young people such as university students who are
also preparing to gain independence in the world.
The exploration of structures for self-assessment
seems to be a common theme which has emerged
serendipitiously in this issue. First in the feature
articles, Junko Noguchi reports on her ‘hands on’
approach to autonomy at Kanda University of
International Studies (KUIS). She introduces an
approach to helping learners reflect on and refine
their learning goals through dialogue based on
structured interviewing tools. Her approach to
encouraging autonomy draws on David Little
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whose legacy is also explored in the book on
language learner autonomy reviewed in this issue
by Alison Stewart. Following Noguchi’s article is a
fascinating paper by Michele Ruhl in which she
proposes a technique for promoting ‘flow’ through a
regular practice of free writing. Ruhl illustrates how
practice of free writing can be developed to tap into
a more profound involvement in learning as an
autotelic activity by raising students’ awareness of
the psychological states they go through as they
work. The description of flow draws on papers by
Czikszentmihalyi. One major concern for anyone
wishing to develop learner autonomy in the
classroom is that traditional institutional practices
often discourage it. This is particularly so when it
comes to testing where the teacher tends to be
expected by all concerned to take charge. Richard
Silver in his article on fostering learner autonomy in
and out of the classroom argues that this need not
be the case and introduces readers to his own
approach to developing self-evaluation in his
classroom. In the “Voices” section we are excited to
present the first of a two-part discussion between
Lucy Cooker and Mike Nix on Q methodology. Q
methodology makes an attempt to bridge the gap
between quantitative and qualitative research,
which many found of interest during Cooker’'s
poster presentation at the Nakasendo conference
in June. Cooker’s research focuses on the creation
of a tool for self-assessment, not of ability, but of
autonomy.

For those of you who missed the Nakasendo
conference in June, there is a full report on this in
‘Looking back’ , as well as reports on the JACET

conference (which was themed on Learner Autonomy
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this year) and the BAAL conference (which centred on
issues around globalization). Finally, Patrick reviews
his favourite book of 2010, a collection of language
learning histories by famous and not-so-famous
people in the ESL world. Who could resist a book with
a chapter entitled “Sweating Cheese and thinking
otherwise™ (Those food metaphors again!) It is
worth checking out the Moveable Feast abstracts in
the “Looking Ahead” section whenever you read this,
if only to find out why Charles Adamson says “no” to
scaffolding and what alternatives he offers! By the
way we are not offering any preview of the JALT
conference in Nagoya other than our SIG Forum
about Metaphor, for the excellent reason that the
by SIG at
http://jalt.org/conference/jalt2010/jalt2010-schedule

on-line schedule is searchable

It just remains for us to say two more very important
things: one is, do contact us with your ideas and
contribute to make the next Learning Learning as
fascinating as this one (details on the final page); the
second is to extend our very sincere thanks to all the
contributors and the translation team who have put
together summaries for each article in Japanese:
thank you to Kay Irie, Kayo Ozawa, Junko Noguchi,
Makoto Abe, and to Alison Stewart and Jim Ronald for
helping with proof reading.

Best regards,

Ellen and Patrick.
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Greetings

In this 1ssue we meet three members: Richard Silver and Paul Dickinson have been awarded the

Learner Development SIG's "first time JALT attender”

bursaries, while Peter Cassidy is one of the

authors involved in the SIG's forthcoming anthology Realising Autonomy, edited by Kay Irie and

Alison Stewart, and coming out in May, 2011.

FROM LD SIG MEMBER RICHARD SILVER LD SIG DX »/3—
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Richard Silver has been living in
Kyoto since 2003. He is currently
working at Ritsumeikan
University and Konan University’s
Hirao School of Management,
teaching a range of English
classes. A JALT member for the
past 18 months he is also a
member of the Teachers Helping Teachers SIG as
well as the Learner Development SIG. This autumn
he will be presenting at JALT 2010 in Nagoya with
his colleague Matt Coomber, and at KOTESOL in
Seoul where he will lead a workshop on students

leading presentations and discussions.
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FROM LD SIG MEMBER PAUL DICKINSON
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Hello everyone! My name is Paul
Dickinson. I'm a new member of
the LD SIG having joined in April

this year. | havent had the

opportunity to attend any SIG
events as yet, but I'm hoping to
meet other group members at
JALT2010. I've been teaching EFL
at various locations around the
Tohoku region for several years
now. Prior to that, | taught ESL in
Australia. Since coming to Japan
I've become much more aware of the |mportance of
learner autonomy. | hope that hearing and reading
about the learner and teacher development related
experiences of other SIG members will enable me
to help my students (and myself) to become more
autonomous learners. I'm looking forward to
meeting you and sharing stories and ideas about

learner development sometime soon!
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FROM LD SIG MEMBER PETER CASSIDY
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My name is Peter Cassidy and | joined the LD SIG
in 2009 after developing a greater interest in
learner autonomy through courses at Teachers
College, Columbia (TC).
learners

| have been teaching
young in Japan for ten years and
autonomy is of great importance to my teaching
context. | became interested in the teaching
profession while in high school through my first job
as a lifeguard and swimming instructor. | graduated
from high school after having completed a late
French immersion program (grade six to grade
thirteen) and later graduated from Carleton
University (English BA) in 1990. | also attended
Lakehead University (1992 / 93) where | studied
courses geared to teachers of young learners as
well as a Native Canadian Philosophy course. My
experiences as a French immersion student as well
as the impact of the First Nations philosophy
course taken at Lakehead University may have
very well been the catalyst for my current research
interests in respecting the L1 in L2 learning
environments as well as language revitalization. |
have recently presented my research highlighting
the need for “English only” policy change with
regards to how it may affect socialization as well as
creativity at JALT (Hiroshima 2010) and published
a very short article summarizing these findings in
the recent Tokyo Chap’zine publication. My
research interest in language revitalization and
cultural identity is going to be my MA submission
for my TESOL graduate program through TC
Columbia (Tokyo campus).

Teachers College has been a wonderful
learning experience and | hope to graduate in
February 2011. This graduate program has lead to
my participation in the opening of the first Writing

Center at the Tokyo campus. This valuable
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resource became a reality through a workshop at

TC that had myself and four others develop the
foundation for the opening of the center that
supports writers in their writing assignments and of
course their final thesis (MA Project). This has also
lead to our contribution of a chapter to the
anthology Realizing Autonomy. The chapter is
entitled “Creating a Writing Center: Autonomy,
Interdependence, and Empowerment” and it
describes the autonomous nature of both the
workshop that lead to the opening of the Writing
Center as well as the ideals behind writing centers
and tutorial sessions that are meant to empower
their

collaborative efforts between peer readers and our

writers  in creative endeavors. The
group has been very rewarding during this process
and having multiple perspectives working towards
one paper has required interdependent
cooperation, patience, and strategic independence.
“Moveable Feast”

| will be attending the

gathering and look forward to meeting other
presenters. Although my schedule has not allowed
for me to attend any Learner Development
meetings in the past, | hope that | will be able to
attend more in the future and learn through
collaborating with others interested in learner

—

autonomy.
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