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We are happy to bring you this the first issue of Leamning Learning in 1999. Although we are well into 1999, the
Chinese New Year is just around the corner so we would like to wish all readers a healthy and happy new year.
JALT 98 was a success with several interesting LD presentations and the kind participation of David Little and Leni
Dam. Be sure to read their follow-up message in this issue.

Other articles of interest in this issue include Cheiron's column on gender issues and Amanda Hayman's

reflection on her students' writing.

One final note is that LD committee members are changing. Naoki Aoki is stepping down as coordinator, we'd like
to thank Naoko for her hard work for our N-SIG. Thanks so much!!!

SumikoTaniguchi and Steve Comwell
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Learner Development N-SIG at JALT 98 in Omiya
IATRABERENDEEBET A NOT A NEEDORRIRE

The 24th JALT International conference was held at Omiya from November 20 to 23,1998. Our N-SIG conducted a
colloquium, roundtable, held an annual general meeting and more. We'd like to thank for Leni Dam and David Little

for their kind participation. Here is our conference report.
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1)Colloquium/ A0 #* 7 A

Classroom-based Approaches to Learner Development
Moderator:Hugh Nicoll
Presenters: Chris Doye, Mike Nix, Richard Smith, and

Jose Lai
November 21, Saturday

This year's colloquium focused on classroom based
approaches to learner development with special
reference to the challenges educators face in
implementing such programs in Asian classrooms.
Chris Doye, Nagoya University of Foreign Studies,
Mike Nix and Richard Smith, both of the Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies, and Jose Lai of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong presented short
papers.
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The colloquium on Learner Development, "Classroom-
based Approaches to Learner Development” was held
on Saturday Nov. 21 at JALT 98. It was successful,
especially in creating an environment where both
English and Japanese speakers found many
stimulating topics of concern. The audience felt it
should and could promote learner development in the
classroom. What | thought after participating in the
colloquium was Learner Development Curricula
(including students' evaluation of their own learning)
has already started successfully in Asia. People tend
to think learner-centered classes are difficult in Asia
because of long-term practices that have called for
teachers to control everything and students just to
obey them. The presenters showed not only
techniques but also how to implement the curricula and
provided insights for Learner Development in the
classroom. As was pointed out by one of the
presenters, the last and most important issue in these
curricula is final-grading. Grading as well as evaluation
will have a great influence on students' attitudes
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towards these curricula. It will eventually be crucial in
deciding the value of the curricula for Learner
Development.
(Reported by Emiko Yanagida)
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