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The new school year has started and, as new co-
coordinators of the Learner Development SIG, we
are looking forward to all the activities and
discussions, both planned and unplanned, that lie
ahead of us.

First though, we want to pause and look
back to acknowledge and thank some of the people
who have played such an important role in the life
of the SIG and leading us to where we are today.
Andy Barfield and Rich Silver, the previous co-
coordinators, are to be thanked for their vision and
energy in creating a clearer and more sustainable
structure for the SIG. Currently regarded as a
flagship within many parts of JALT, the LD SIG
officer roles are now taken by teams of two or three
or more acting officers working together and
sharing their expertise with shadows, or new
members. In this way, it is hoped that the
knowledge and skills required in the positions can
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be developed and shared, expanding possibilities
for involvement more widely within the SIG. Our
core officer positions — coordination, membership,
treasury, programmes, publicity, and publications —
now work in this way, and three additional teams —
grants, web maintenance and development, and
outreach — now operate on the same principle.
Since the JALT2013 conference in Kobe, we
have seen some turnover in the roles: Kay Irie is
retiring as treasurer after completion of the 2013
audit in May this year and a new treasury team
consisting of Mayumi Abe, Huw Davies and Satomi
Yoshimuta will divide up the roles that she has
filled so expertly over the past two years. Kay
herself will be moving to a new role writing a
monthly column with Rachelle Meilleur for the SIG
website. Stephanie Corwin and Brandon Kramer
are now confirmed as shadows for the Membership
team headed by Gretchen Clark and assisted by
Ann Flanagan and Matthew Coomber. The
Programmes team continues to be headed by Ian
Hurrell, who is now joined by Lee Arnold and Aiko
Minematsu. The three of them are each putting
together a forum for the SIG at the three national
conferences, PanSIG (Aiko), JALTCALL (Lee) and
JALT National (Ian). Masuko Miyahara has stepped
down to make way for Tim Ashwell, who joins
James Underwood in the Publications team. Rob
Moreau is our acting officer for Publicity and is
currently looking for volunteers to assist or shadow
him in this role. The Grants team continues to be
headed by Martin Mullen, with the assistance of
Satomi Yoshimuta and Stacey Vye, the Web
Maintenance and Development team comprises
Hugh Nicoll, Mike Nix, James Underwood and Ken
Ikeda, and the NGO Outreach team is headed by
Caroline Ross and Colin Rundle. Finally, at the
Annual General Meeting at JALT2013, a new
Outreach team for our Tohoku projects was

approved, headed by Andy Barfield and Mayumi
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Takizawa. We would like to acknowledge the hard
work and enthusiasm of all our officers, past and
present. And we would like to urge all members to
consider taking on an officer role. Active
involvement in the SIG benefits both individual
members who volunteer their time and energy, as
well as the SIG. The SIG continues to grow in
membership and has now over 200 members, and if
you are a new member, we hope that you feel
welcome and ready to take part.

There have been two major innovative
events already during our short tenure as
coordinators. The LD20 Conference held at
Gakushuin University in Tokyo last November was
a two-day event, which was attended by nearly 200
people in all, including participants from around
Japan and from abroad. We wish to thank everyone
involved in organizing the event, as well as all
those who came and made it such an enjoyable and
stimulating event. Since then, plans are afoot for an
online Conference Proceedings. Participants are
invited to share their conference materials,
handouts, presentation slides, and reflections on
their own and other presentations they attended, as
well as contribute short papers as more formal
records of their research and practice. This exciting
new venture is headed by Hugh Nicoll, James
Underwood, Masuko Miyahara, and Glenn Magee.

A second major undertaking, partly
funded by the Tokyo, West Tokyo and Yokohama
JALT chapters, the College and University
Educators SIG, and the Junior/Senior High School
SIG, has been a Tohoku middle schoolers’ essay
translation project, followed by a trip to Tohoku in
March by five members of the Outreach group, as a
follow-up to a visit to the Tohoku area in March
2013. This year the aim of the trip was to
consolidate ties established with schools and
communities in Rikuzentakata, including the

initiative headed by Sayuri Hasegawa, and Mathew
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Porter and Caroline Ross, and involving several SIG
members and their students, to translate essays
written by middle school students on the
anniversary of the disaster, details of which are
described in the report in this issue. The Outreach
projects are a new venture, but we think that the
opportunity to be of service offers a mutually
beneficial new direction for the SIG and its
members. You are welcome to get involved in the
Tohoku project, but we are also keen to support
other new outreach initiatives that involve you and
your students. Two grants of 20,000 yen are still
available for such projects and the Grants team will
be sending out information about a new extended
deadline in due course.

In addition to Conference Proceedings, two
other collections of papers on Learner Development
research and practices are due to be completed
during this coming year: Learner Development
Working Papers: Different Cases, Different Interests
edited by Andy Barfield and Aiko Minematsu, and
Collaborative Learning in Learner Development
edited by Tim Ashwell, Masuko Miyahara, Steve
Paydon and Alison Stewart. New research and
innovative practices are also published in this
biannual newsletter, Learning Learning, and we are
grateful to Jim Ronald, Monika Szirmai and Chika
Hayashi for editing this issue.

Among the papers in this issue are essays
written by those who were awarded grants by the
SIG last year for research (Michi Saki) and
conferences (Caroline Ross, Aya Matsumoto, Tanja
McCandie and Michael Sullivan). We are delighted
to announce the awardee of this year’s PanSIG
Conference grant is Caroline Ross (a teacher at
Nakamura Junior and Senior High School) and the
awardee of the Research Grant is Tomoko Imamura
(Yamanashi Gakuin University Elementary School).
A major aim of the SIG is to encourage and support

teachers who do not have access to institutional

PEBAT 4 N2 TR Y M2 <1d-sig.org/>

LD SIG NEWS

funding to engage in research and learner-
development-related projects and to travel to
conferences. If this sounds like you, there is still
time to apply for one of the two grants we are
offering to support participation in the JALT
National Conference in Tsukuba in November.
Grants for subscription and membership are also on
offer and we are still waiting for applicants for
these types of grants. More details can be found on
the website at (1d-sig.org/grants2014/).

In our first year as coordinators, we are
still learning a lot about the SIG, and about what
we can do together as an organization. We look
forward to seeing you at the LD events coming up
this year and to discussing your hopes and plans
for the SIG’s future.

Alison Stewart & Fumiko Murase
LD SIG co-coordinators 2014

Past issues of Learning Learning

Issues of Learning Learning going all the way
back to 1994 are now available in PDF format
here: <ld-sig.org/LL/archives.html>.

Many thanks to founding co-coordinator Richard
Smith for scanning archival copies, many of
which were originally printed on an old
Risograph, collated by hand, and mailed in hard

copy.

Also, thanks to the hard work of Mike Nix, the
LD SIG's first anthology of writing exploring
learner and teacher autonomy within Japanese
contexts: Autonomy You Ask! is now available in
digital format, and can be found here: <c-
faculty.chuo-u.ac.jp/~mikenix 1/1dsig/AYA .html>
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