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In This Issue $5ICDWT

Glenn Magee & James Underwood

Welcome to the Spring issue of Learning
Learning, the Learner Development SIG’s (LD

SIG) biannual online newsletter.

Soon the brief respite of Golden Week will be
over but we hope that you all will have time to
peruse this bumper issue at your leisure, and
find something that inspires your teaching and

learning.

In its 20th anniversary year the LD SIG is very
much coming of age and this issue is a
testament to its constant engagement with
Learner Development issues, puzzles and
practice, summarized in the News update.
Following the update are the Get Together
Reports that show the success of learning from
each other as practitioners. If you haven’t yet
been to one, we thoroughly recommend you
do! Even if you are not an LD SIG member
you are welcome to join the meetings. Should
you decide to join the LD SIG there are a
number of grants available for you to apply
for, see <ld-sig.org / grants2013 /> for more
details.

Two of last year’s Grant Awardees, Gretchen
Clark and Jason White, write about their
research interests in the LD SIG Grant
Awardees Essays on Research Interests.

Gretchen details the reasons behind her

incorporating technology into her practice to
“prepare students for the digital age,” while

Justin reports on the challenges faced by his

high school students as they move from

anxiety to autonomy.

Following on from this, Takara Kenza Allal
gives an insight into how she successfully
overcame her anxiety as a non-native and non-
Japanese English teacher. Her experience
illustrates how important it for mixed root

language learners to be comfortable with their
L2 Self.

This issue’s Special Feature article is a
collaboratively written report on the LD SIG’s
Tohoku Outreach weekend that took place at
the beginning of March and focused on
engaging with the local communities of
Tohoku and exploring future avenues for
collaboration. Well worth a read! If you are
interested in Outreach, we recommend reading
the NGO Outreach column that follows the
report as it details various ways you too can
become involved in outreach as a LD SIG
member and also gives a preview of how the
LD SIG will incorporate Outreach into its 20th
anniversary conference in November, see

<ldsigconference2013.org>.
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To whet your appetite for the conference, we
have included an interview with one of the
featured speakers, Naoko Aoki (which was
very kindly arranged, organized and
conducted by Alison Stewart). Aoki offers
some interesting perspectives on both learner
and teacher autonomy, and also explains how
the LD SIG came to be founded. Following on
from her inspiring interview are short
introductions of the other featured speakers at
the conference, Richard Smith and Kensaku
Yoshida, who will be interviewed for the next

issue.

Following on from the conference preview is a
review of a review by Alison Stewart of
Innovating EFL in Asia, edited by Theron
Muller, John Adamson and Philip Shigeo
Brown, a book which seeks to showcase some
of the original pedagogies that are being

developed in the Asian context.

Then in the Looking Back section Juanita
Heighem reflects on her experience attending
the JALTCALL conference, and Aiko
Minematsu looks back at attending and
participating in the 2012 JALT national

conference.

Building on the successes of last year, the LD
SIG goes full steam ahead, which can be seen
by the Looking Forward section. This includes
a PanSIG preview by Jim Ronald; a preview of
JALTCALL by Hugh Nicoll; a call for
contributions for the LD Forum at the JALT
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national conference by Ian Hurrell and the LD
SIG 20th Anniversary Conference in
November for which the Call for Proposals is

now open until May 31.

A big round of applause to everyone who
contributed to Learning Learning and made this
issue possible. As always, Learning Learning
has relied on the amazing goodwill and coop-
eration of a diligent team of proofreaders and
translators. Thanks go to Andy Barfield, Sayuri
Hasegwa, Tomoko Fujita Kawachi, Aiko
Minematsu, Masuko Miyahara, Fumiko
Murase, Kayo Ozawa, Etsuko Shimo, Richard
Silver, Alison Stewart and Mayumi Takizawa.
Thank you also to Hugh Nicoll for uploading
this issue to the LD SIG Website. If you would
like to be involved in Learning Learning, please
let us know. New members, new ideas and
new ways of doing things are what keep the
SIG alive and kicking!

We hope you enjoy reading this issue: we
certainly enjoyed putting it together. As
mentioned in the last issue we will now say
our fond farewells as we take a backseat role in
Learning Learning, and the editorial baton is
passed on to the next editors: Fumiko Murase

and Monika Szirmai.

Best wishes, From the Coeditors

Glenn Magee & James Underwood
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Learner Development SIG News Update
Learner Development SIG

Andy Barfield & Richard Silver
PYTA N=T4—=IbREVYF JILIN—

October 2012 - March 2013

RS

At the SIG’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) at
the JALT International Conference in Hamamatsu
in October 2012, we were pleased and privileged to
have 27 people in attendance, many of whom
reaffirmed their willingness to do something within
the SIG, while others volunteered to join the

committee for the first time.

At the time of going to press there are over 40
committee members working in various teams,
ensuring the SIG runs smoothly from month to
month and planning special events such as the
Tohoku Outreach Weekend in March, SIG
grants and the 20t Anniversary Conference in
November. We would like to thank everybody
who has made the period since the conference
so productive. Please see the SIG website <ld-
sig.org /about/>for details of who organises
the SIG’s many different activities - and for the
minutes from last year’s AGM. As always, you
are welcome to join the committee yourself:
Our system of shadowing means that you can
learn about what a team does before you take a
lead role. You also don't have to wait until the
AGM to join the committee and become

actively involved!

As ever, there are people who have moved on
from their committee positions. In the summer,
our membership chair, Rachelle Jorgenson,
returned to Canada. Rachelle had worked hard
with the membership team to establish an
efficient and effective way of communicating
with members, and we would like to thank her
for all her hard work. From JALT2012
Gretchen Clark took over as membership chair
and is now responsible for keeping you
informed of your membership renewals,
something which has attracted the attention
and praise of many within JALT. Programme
Chair Bill Mboutsiadis has also just returned to
Canada after a dynamic 18 months in that role.
During that time, as well as keeping you
updated with various events and helping to
organize them, Bill was an energizing figure
who brought many new members into the SIG.
Most significantly of all, Bill led - together with
the help from Alison Stewart, Cory Koby, Mike
Nix, and Sayuri Hasegawa - the recent LD SIG
Outreach Weekend in Tohoku, more details of
which you will find in this issue of Learning
Learning. We are very grateful to Bill for

everything he has done for the SIG these past
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action-packed 18 months. Ian Hurrell has
recently taken over from Bill and is already
working on the organisation of this year's SIG
forum at JALT2013 in Kobe. A very warm

welcome to Ian!

The SIG’s programme of events this year
includes forums at the JALT CALL Conference
in Shinshu, led by Hugh Nicoll, and the Pan-
SIG Conference in Nagoya, led once again by
Jim Ronald. Local get-togethers are continuing
in Hiroshima and Tokyo. In Kansai the get-
togethers are building up steam where a joint
event with Kobe JALT in February was
followed by an event at Ritsumeikan High
School in Kyoto in March. Thank you to
Michael Wilkins, Gretchen Clark, Ellen Head,
Philip Shigeo Brown and Greg Rouault for
collaborating so energetically on the Kansai
get-togethers. Each of the LD SIG local get-
togethers is different in character, but they all
offer active spaces for practitioner discussion,
as well as for personal and professional
development. If you have yet to join one but
are interested, please check the website for the
details of the next planned events (ld-sig.org/
get-togethers/).

As part of the continuing website
development, led by Hugh Nicoll (thank you,
Hugh, for keeping things so up to date), Chika
Hayashi and Alison Stewart have begun a
series of monthly conversational updates
called “Talking Points”. Please see (1d-sig.org/)

for more details. Information about the LD SIG
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Grants for 2013 is also available on the website.
This year the SIG Grants team of Kay Irie,
Martin Mullen and Stacey Vye have tweaked
the grants so that the SIG can continue to offer
support to new and aspiring teacher-
researchers, more experienced researchers and
people who are simply curious about what the
SIG does. Applications for grants for the
autumn can be made through to June 20, and
more details can be found on the website at
(Id-sig.org/grants2013/).

For publications Masuko Miyahara has been
leading efforts in this area, helped by Steve
Paydon, Tim Ashwell, Aiko Minematsu and
Alison Stewart. There are two book projects in
development at the moment: Collaborative
Learning in Learner Development and Learner
Development: Different Cases, Different Interests.
More details of both can be found via the
website at (Id-sig.org/publications/).

The highlight of this year will surely be the
20t Anniversary Conference, Exploring Learner
Development: Practices, Pedagogies, Puzzles and
Research, to be held at Gakushuin University,
Tokyo. Co-sponsored by the Junior Senior
High School SIG and Teachers Helping
Teachers SIG, the conference will be
welcoming back SIG co-founders Naoko Aoki
and Richard Smith as invited speakers who,
together with Kensaku Yoshida of Sophia
University, will be focusing on their current
concerns and research to do with learner

development issues. We hope that many SIG

4
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members will take part in the conference: The
Call for Proposals is open until May 31. Please
see the conference website

<ldsigconference2013.org /> for more details.

Many people have already made huge
contributions to preparations for the
conference, including Mike Nix and James
Underwood who set up the dedicated
bilingual website; Sayuri Hasegawa, Kay Irie,
Aiko Minmetasu, and Fumiko Murase who
created the Japanese dimension of the website;
Alison Stewart who secured the venue, and
Rob Moreau who has produced the conference
flyers. An exciting aspect making this
conference different from others will be the
collaborations with various NGOs. Here we
would also like to thank Colin Rundle and
Caroline Ross who have already been in
contact with various groups. In due course,
many more people will need to be thanked,
but the best way to thank them in person will
be to attend what promises to be a very
exciting two days in Tokyo in November.
Please spread the word to colleagues and
students, and sign up early in order to take

advantage of the really low conference fees.

We would like to close by thanking everybody
who has contributed to this issue of Learning
Learning - in particular, Glenn Magee and
James Underwood, for producing and editing
this publication. We hope you will enjoy
reading it and sharing it with friends and

colleagues, and we hope to see you and talk
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with you at any one of the many LD events

coming up soon.

With our very best wishes for the new school
year, on behalf of the Learner Development

SIG committee,
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Richard Silver
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Past issues of Learning Learning

Issues of Learning Learning going all the way
back to 1994 are now available in PDF format
here: <ld-sig.org/LL/archives.html>.

Many thanks to founding co-coordinator Richard
Smith for scanning archival copies, many of
which were originally printed on an old
Risograph, collated by hand, and mailed in hard

copy.

Also, thanks to the hard work of Mike Nix, the
LD SIG's first anthology of writing exploring
learner and teacher autonomy within Japanese
contexts: Autonomy You Ask! is now available in
digital format, and can be found here: <c-
faculty.chuo-u.ac.jp/~mikenix 1/ldsig/AYA .html>
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