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Getting Connected: Local Get Together Reports
from Kansai,Tokyo, and Hiroshima
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LD Get-together Report: Kansai
Ellen Head

We had an informal social meeting at Ganko
restaurant in Umeda on January 31st. The occasion
for the meeting was at least partly that LD members
from Tokyo and Kyushu were in town for the JALT
EBM the following day. Talk ranged over various
subjects, from research to teaching, to workplaces,
daily life, and of course, our plans for the next year.
Since of the eight people who attended, only four of
us were local, it seems that we need to think about
ways of connecting with the other Kansai-based
members. We brainstormed various ideas

including;:

Having a mini-conference in conjunction
with a local chapter. Overtures to Kobe did
not work out for last January so maybe we
should talk with Osaka, Kyoto and Nara
chapters.

Doing a survey of members in Kansai to ask
what kind of events they would turn out for

and whether they feel a need for events.

Having a connection by Skype, maybe with
the Tokyo Learner Development get-
together events, for part of the time that
they meet.

Having a workshop as part of another local
chapter event, for example Kobe Chapter’s

joint event on July 19t
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LD Get-together Report: Plans for 2014, Tokyo
Andy Barfield, Ken Ikeda & Stacey Vye

Since the LD20 conference in Tokyo last November,
we've had three get-togethers (December, January
and February) as well as a bonenkai in December.
Our next get-together took place on April 20 at
Otsuma Women's University, and in 2014 we plan
to have further gatherings in May (May 25), June
(June 22) Sunday, September (TBA), October
(TBA), and December (December 14).

At the February get-together we agreed that it
would be good this year to:
e work in pairs and small groups around
practitioner research into learner development
issues that interest us
e support each other in writing about the learner
development research that we do
e present about our research

e involve our learners, too.

We also thought it would be helpful if we have a
common end goal to work towards this year.

This led us to discuss and agree on the idea for a
small one-day conference involving our students
too, with the tentative title of something like The
Learner’s There: Stories of Learner Development.
Everyone thought it would be good to hold such a
mini-conference as the final get-together of the year

- and the date we chose for this is Sunday
December 14.

For more details about Tokyo get-togethers, please
see http:/ / tokyogettogethers.blogspot.jp/

We hope you will be able to join us this year!
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Photos from the February get-together, Tokyo LD Get-together Report: Hiroshima
Jim Ronald
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The usual meeting place (a 10-minute-walk from
Hiroshima Station)

Hiroshima’s Learner Development get-togethers
continue to attract a reasonable number of people,
and to serve various purposes, from among one
small segment of the English teaching community
in Hiroshima. We have a core of about fifteen
people who join the get-togethers when they can,
which generally works out that there are about
eight of us at any one get-together. The majority are
native English speaker university teachers, but we
also have a couple of speakers of other languages,
one learning advisor, one “lifestyle advisor” for
exchange students, and one life-long independent
language learner. We appreciate the variety we
have, and are looking forward to more variety, to
learning from beyond the comfort of our “teachers
like us” environment. Join us!

Our get-togethers seem to have something
of a triangle to them, with social, educational, and
research-oriented sides. There is some tension
between these sides, with needs and preferences
varying from person to person, but they also feed
each other, and each has its place in our get-
togethers. As a fourth side to this triangle(?!), many

of us have been working together on this issue of

Learning Learning: translating, proofreading,
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editing and working on layout — certainly a
learning experience for each one of us!

Until now, we have tended to have a topic
for each month’s get-together, but there has been a
lack of continuity from one get-together to the next.
A fairly recent addition to our gatherings, Robert
Taferner, has suggested a return to a more
structured focus, with prior reading of papers on a
particular in preparation for discussion when we
meet. For April and May, we have been looking at
self-regulated learning, which ties up neatly to the
JALT Hiroshima Chapter meeting in May presented
by Paul Collett and Kristen Sullivan.
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