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Alison Stewart & Fumiko Murase

Alison: Hi Fumiko. Thanks for agreeing to do
the news update as a dialogue this time. We
have a great precedent for this in the Talking

Points (http://ld-sig.org/talking-points/))
column on the LD website posted each month

this year by Jim Ronald and Naomi Fujishima.
Did you read last month's amazing
conversation about self-disclosure? | can
thoroughly recommend it!
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Fumiko: Hi Alison, well, it’s good to try
something we’ve never done before. Yes, |
read it, and I’ve got many good ideas for the
new semester! First | have to think of what
embarrassing story | can tell my students...
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Alison: The new academic year is just around
the corner, and | guess that you, like me, are
busy preparing your courses, planning
research, and filling out your year planner
with get-togethers, conferences, and other
events to keep our teaching batteries
charged. Much of what happens this year is
determined by what we decide at our Annual
General Meeting, which takes place at the
JALT National Conference. Constrained by a
much shorter meeting time, our last AGM
continued via email for another two weeks
into December, at the end of which we had
passed a new budget and approved all the
committee team members for the coming
year. We are thrilled to welcome Brandon
Kramer and Stephanie Corwin to the
Membership team, Joel Laurier and Blair Barr
to the Programmes team, Kris Sullivan and
Jenny Morgan to the Grants team, Kie
Yamamoto and Tomoko Imamura to the
Publicity team, Rachelle Meilleur to the Web
team, Yoko Sakurai as a shadow editor in the
Learning Learning team, and Agnes Patko and
Ariel Sorenson respectively to the Tokyo and
Hiroshima get-together teams.
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Fumiko: And we are happy to announce our
new shadow co-coordinators, Mathew Porter
and Mayumi Abe, who have agreed to take on
the role of the SIG co-coordinators at the
JALT Conference in November this year. While
welcoming new members to the committee,
we would like to thank those who stepped
down: Ken Ikeda and Mike Nix (Web
Development), Stacey Vye and Martin Mullen
(Grants), Sayuri Hasegawa and Mayumi
Takizawa (Publicity translation and Outreach),
and Gretchen Clark and Matthew Coomber
(Membership).
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Alison: We look forward to an exciting year
working with new and old members of the
committee and to helping to facilitate events,
discussions, and publications that LD members
can participate in and enjoy.

Two events that were LD highlights at the
JALT National were the LD Forum, an
interactive poster session with a record
number (30) of presenters, and the Tohoku
Translation forum, involving residents from
the Rikuzentakata community as well as some
of the teachers, students and editors who
together translated an entire collection of
essays written by junior high school children
about their experiences of 3.11. We are
already looking forward to an equally
stimulating JALT National this year where, in
addition to our regular LD Forum, we’ll be co-
sponsoring Alice Chik, from Macquarie
University as one of the main conference
speakers.
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Fumiko: Only three weeks after the JALT
Conference, there was the Tokyo Get-Together
mini-conference, Creating Community:
Learning Together, where both teachers and
students engaged actively in interactive
presentations, discussions and reflections on a
variety of issues on learner development and
community building in an informal and
supportive atmosphere. There were 48
teachers and 42 students (!) in attendance,
and | had never seen that many students
presenting and communicating with teachers
at a conference! | hope we will continue to
create opportunities for both teachers and
students to get together and discuss learner
development issues. We would like to thank
everyone in the Conference team (including
our wonderful student volunteers), and our
special thanks go to Andy Barfield, Ken lkeda
and Stacey Vye, who worked hard to organize
this conference.

Speaking of the mini-conference, we had a
launch for our two new e-books at the closing
of the conference, didn’t we?
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Alison: That’s right, Fumiko, a champagne
toast for Learner Development Working
Papers: Different Cases, Different Interests,
edited by Andy Barfield and Aiko Minematsu,
and Collaborative Learning in Learner
Development, edited by Tim Ashwell, Masuko
Miyahara, Steve Paydon and myself, which
both came out in digital form at the end of
last year. We’ve now just received a special
grant from the JALT Development Fund to help
pay for a printed edition of these books.
These are limited editions, so if you would
like to buy a copy, please go to the LD SIG
Publications page (http://ld-sig.org/
publications/) and order your copy now while
stocks last.
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In addition, we’re discussing the possibility of
an annual journal, each one addressing a
special theme. If you would like to know more
about this plan and/or would like to get
involved as an editor and/or author, please
contact our Publication team leaders, Tim
Ashwell and/or James Underwood.
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Fumiko: Finally, we’ve got some important
news about financial matters. At the
Executive Board Meeting in February, which |
attended as our SIG’s representative, two
important motions were passed: a motion to
raise JALT membership fees and another
motion to include a SIG membership as well as
a Chapter membership in the increased
membership fee. Although the fee increase is
necessary for JALT to keep going as a healthy
organization and providing services to the
members, none of these motions can take
effect until they are voted on and approved by
majority of the whole membership at the
Ordinary General Meeting in June. Please let
us know if you have any questions or issues
about these financial matters (or anything
else about JALT) so that we can bring them up
at the next meeting.

At the SIG level, we’ve recently made changes
to our SIG account: we’ve moved money from
reserves into our current account for covering
the cost for the two book projects, together
with the JALT Development Fund. We’ll keep
you updated on any of these and other news
through our newsletter, mailing list, and
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website.
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LDSIG Co-coordinators 2015

Alison Stewart

Fumiko Murase
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