Infroduection

s the cold winter weather winds its way

ever southward, I would like to extend a

very warm welcome to the fall edition of
Learning Learning, the Learning Development
SIG’s biannual online publication. Fall is often a
busy time for educators as we not only wrap up
the term but also begin preparations for the
upcoming academic year. It is also a bust time for
JALT as SIGs and their members busy themselves
to prepare workshops, seminars and presentations
for the upcoming International Conference on
Language Teaching and Learning. We hope that
you can take advantage of some of the great
opportunities to re-examine and refresh your
practice at this yeat’s events.

Central to this year’s conference is
transformation in language education. In this issue, we
present several articles that examine two
fundamental concepts to transformation,
motivation and autonomy. Unlike appeal, which
is often transient and has its origin in external
factors, motivation consists of a conscious and
deliberate effort to engage in an activity to bring
about change. Key to this is learner autonomy,
which places the responsibility of learning in the
hands of the learner.

This issue of Learning Learning brings together
the observations and investigations of Learner
Development members who attempt to respond
to such questions as “What motivates my
students?” “How can classroom learning become
meaningful?” “How can we transcend classroom
practice to make learning authentic and
applicable?”. Farrah Hasnain examines student
motivation in her classroom as she attempts to
develop a learning framework based on the
interchange of language and culture; Adrian
Wagner shares his experiences with learner
autonomy as he facilitates the development of
engaged and active language learners; drawing
from the work of Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi
(pronounced chick-sent-me-hi) on flow, Darin
Scheider shares his perspective on exposing
learners to meaningful challenges that create
opportunities for growth and engagement.

Turning toward teacher motivation, Trevor
Raichura shares with us his experiences learning
Japanese by bridging the gap between textbook
learning and practical, real-world applications,
while Andrew D. Tweed sheds some interesting
light on self-directed learning in his interview with
the creator of a popular Japanese-learning website.
Maybe you’e heard about it?  Dominic G. Edsal
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shatres some of his studies and challenges us to
rethink learner autonomy through an
epistemological lens.

In an interview with Jenny Morgan, Christina
Gkonou from the University of Essex, explains
how learner diaries can function as effective
assessments to inform and guide learner
development. Sean H. Tolland reflects on his
own experiences and insights gained at the 2016
JALT CALL.

In addition, you can also find how the Learner
Development SIG has grown and developed over
the past year, and in what direction the SIG plans
to move in the coming years.

With so much to read in this issue, we hope
that you enjoy what we’ve put together and
perhaps even find something that motivates you!
We invite you to share your responses and ideas
with other members of the learner development
SIG on the LD-SIG forums or in your own
observations and reflections of your practice and
experience.

However, before you begin, I’d like to take
just 25 seconds of your time to quickly introduce
myself. My name is Arnold F. Arao and I am the

new editor for Learning Learning. 1 am excited to
be part of this publication and am looking forward
to hearing your comments, questions or
suggestions. Please feel free to drop me a line at
learninglearning.editor@gmail.com and let me
know how we’re doing. Well, my 25 seconds are
almost up; so, with further ado ...

Happy discovery!

Arnold Arao, Head Editor

On behalf of

Lee Arnold, Andy Barfield, Charlotte Murakami, and
Alison Stewart

(Learning 1earning Editorial Team)
November 2016
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MESSAGE FROM THE LD SIG
COORDINATORS

November is a busy time for JALT
organizations and the LD SIG is no
exception. Just about the time this issue of
Learning Learning is released, members of the LD
SIG committee will be meeting in Nagoya for our
annual general meeting (AGM). The JALT
constitution requires all chapters and SIGs hold an
AGM to report on their state of affairs, hold
elections, and discuss the future of their groups.
SIG members are dispersed throughout Japan, so
this is a perfect time to put faces to email
addresses and talk in person about the SIG, its
mission, and how we can improve the services we
offer to our membets.

Preparing for the AGM, we have read reports
from each of the committee teams and are happy
to be able to announce that the SIG has continued
to fulfill its mission of supporting learner and
teacher development. There are active get-
together groups in Tokyo, Kansai, and Hiroshima,
and this is the first year that each group will be
holding an event for students and their teachers:
Tokyo will hold the third Creating Communities
mini-conference in December, Kansai just
recently held their first “From Kansai to the
Wortld,” a student-led conference, and Hiroshima
will have their eighth annual inter-university
Scrabble competition in December. In addition,
the SIG continues to focus on producing
publications of high quality and maintains a policy
to support less experienced writers and writing
styles that differ from the standard academic
article format. This approach allows us to grow
and develop as teachers, researchers, and learners
together. One exciting project to look out for is
the inaugural issue of the SIG’s new journal,
which should be released in the spring of 2017.

The SIG is able to do so much thanks to the
dedicated service of a handful of volunteers,
people often already busy with their careers and
families, who are asked to sacrifice their private
time to help organize, edit, review, write receipts,
design flyers, and a range of other duties without
complaint and with a positive energy that is
inspiring. We are grateful to be able to work with
so many amazing people on this committee.
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However, as it is November there will be changes
to our committee after the AGM. It is with
sadness that we have accepted resignations from a
few long-standing committee members who have
decided to move on, but they have helped
introduce new members to the teams. These
changes will be announced in the next issue of
Learning Iearning. One change we can mention
here, however, is the addition of Arnold Arao to
the Learning Learning team. Arnold first took over
the role of Layout Editor from Monika Szirmai
with the special edition and now, with this issue,
takes over the Head Editor position from Alison
Stewart. We are grateful to Monika and Alison for
their long years of dedicated service to Learning
Learning and are very excited to welcome Arnold
to the LD team!

The reports also revealed current challenges
that the SIG is facing. One is the need for
volunteers to join the committee. The SIG has a
very supportive team-based system led by
experienced team members. This allows for a
period during which new volunteers can shadow
and duties can be allocated appropriately, giving
volunteers the opportunity to grow into their new
roles. Please get in touch with Mathew or Mayumi
if you are interested in joining the committee,
particularly if you are interested in helping with
Learning Learning, coordinating, publicity, or the
web site. We are also still coping with changes to
the base grant we receive from the JALT national
organization. At this yeat's AGM, one of the most
important conversations we will have is how to
better budget our operating fund to support
grants for members, publication projects, and
events. Finally, we are also interested in learning
mote about our members. Why did you join this
SIG? What do you hope to get ont of your membership?
Are you satisfied with what the LD SIG’s services? How
to explore these questions is another item on the
agenda at the AGM.

The AGM is open to all, so if you are attending
JALT2017, please stop by the AGM in room 1202
on Saturday from 3:35 to 4:20. The LD forum will
be held in the same rom just after the AGM
finishes. We hope to see you there!

Mayumi Abe & Mathew Porter
Coordinators, I.D SIG
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