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In This Issue | &AFICDWT

This issue of Learning Learning is dedicated
to Richard Silver, former co-coordinator of the
Learner Development SIG, who tragically died
in March this year at the way, way too early
age of 37. In an opening collective tribute,
Alison Stewart, Kay Irie, Darren Elliot, Andy
Barfield, and Katherine Thornton recall the
outstanding qualities that Richard brought to
the learner development community, while
Ann Flanagan, Oana Cusen, and Matt Coomber
fondly recollect their memories of Richard as
a wonderful personal friend. In dedicating this
issue to Richard, we would like to celebrate
the decency, kindness, and charm that he
shared with others in the different areas of his
life.

Richard would want us not only to
celebrate, but also to continue, and this we
do by bringing together a cornucopia of
writing on learner development in the 25th
year of Learning Learning.

In Members’ Voices Fuyu Terashima, Paula
Bailey, lvan Lombardi, Kerry Winter, Keiko
Nakamura, and Branden Kitchmeyer - all new
members of the SIG in the last several months
- write about their interests and experiences
with learner development from autonomous
individual learning of single languages to
multilingual challenges from childhood
through to the present, to introducing
different approaches to learning with the
International Baccalaureate (IB) at a high
school in Tohoku, as well as the use of drama
for student-directed project work with nursing
students in Tokyo and discovering a renewed

sense of community and learning after the
2016 Kumamoto Earthquakes. If you are also
new to the SIG and have not yet written for
Learning Learning, please feel free to
contribute to Members’ Voices in the autumn
issue later this year. We would be delighted to
hear from you before September 30th.

With voice and agency as key themes of
the 2018 Independent Learning Association
conference taking place from September 5th
to 8th in Kobe, a trio of short articles heralds
Whose Autonomy? Voices and Agency in
Language Learning. In the first piece Jo
Mynard looks at supporting learners through
dialogue both inside and outside the
classroom, with a particular focus on Advising
in Language Learning (ALL) as a way to guide
learners to find voice and exercise agency in
their language learning and use. Joint plenary
conference speakers, Chika Hayashi and Leena
Karlsson, follow with a dialogic exchange of
letters in which they “re-story” the
development of their collaboration and shared
interests in learner autonomy. Chika and
Leena touch on the emotional textures of
learning and of working together with learners
on collective biographies to appreciate deeply
their learners’ “insider” experiences and
voices. The third in the trio features a
conversation between the conference chairs -
Ann Mayeda, Hisako Yamashita, and Steve
Brown - about their reflections, plans, and
hopes for ILA2018. Among several innovative
features, Ann, Hisako, and Steve highlight a
parallel learner conference where students
from local schools and universities will be able
to present and discuss their learning
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experiences, then later join the main event.
We hope that many LD members will attend
the Kobe conference, and if you do, we
encourage you to share your reflections in the
autumn issue of Learning Learning. See
http://ld-sig.org/information-for-
contributors/ for more information.

Talking of conferences, last year’s Learner
Development SIG JALT2017 grant awardee,
Imogen Custance, continues by reviewing the
wide range of presentations that she went to
in Tsukuba and what she learnt in the process.
In Free Space, Rick Mitcham reports on a new
online journal for student academic writing
that he recently launched. Then, in Research
and Reviews, Satomi Fuji summarises her
doctoral research into student language
anxiety and explores how she has tried to
develop more learner-supportive and learner-
sensitive practices in her own teaching.
Perhaps there is some learner development
research, or a book, article, or website to do
with learner autonomy, learner development,
and/or teacher autonomy that you would be
interested in reviewing for Learning Learning
in relation to your own learner development
practices and puzzles? We welcome short
reflective reviews of between 750 and 1500
words. Many thanks in advance for contacting
us (see further below for our contact details)
if you would like to do this.

In the Looking Back section a diverse group
of LD aficionados share their reflections, both
short and long, on the Learner Development
forum at the recent PanSIG conference in
Tokyo. These are followed by reports from Jim
Ronald, Agnes Patko, and Jenny Morgan on
local get-togethers in Hiroshima, Kansai, and
Tokyo. Last but by no means least, in Looking
Forward, we include an invitation for you to
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contribute to Video Voices at ILA2018. Blair
Barr and Robert Morel - this year’s hard-
working LD programme team - next spotlight
the LD forum at JALT2018 in November at
Shizuoka Convention & Arts Center (Granship),
Shizuoka City, before Huw Davies, the SIG
treasurer, rounds things off with a succinct
account of what LD has been using its funds
for. If you have any questions or suggestions
about the SIG’s finances, feel free to contact
Huw.

All in all, over 35 writers have contributed
to this issue. We express our thanks, not only
for the range of issues that they have written
about, but also for willingly developing their
writing over multiple drafts, in different
genres, and inevitably engaging with
unexpected puzzles, conundrums, and
questions to do with learner development in
the process. In working on this issue together,
we have tried to establish an open
collaborative approach to editing with each
writer. At least two members of the editorial
team, sometimes more, have responded to
each writer’s drafts, with the aim of helping
writers develop the clarity of their writing, as
well as a sharper focus in articulating their
particular interest in “learner development.”
We are learning as we go, and you are very
welcome to join us if you would like to learn
together about writing, editing, responding,
and/or translating, for shared personal and
professional development.

As the newsletter of the Learner
Development SIG, Learning Learning remains
an accessible space for all SIG members to
explore learner development creatively and
critically with others. The term “learner
development” itself is as elusive of precise
definition as it was 25 years ago, when the
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first issue of Learning Learning was published.
The challenges in exploring the relationships
between learner development and learner and
teacher autonomy brought the first members
of the SIG together in 1993/1994; in this 25th
year, we are drawn to revisiting a range of
fundamental questions as we reflect on the
focus of our SIG and our shared activities.
These include:

* What meanings might learner
development have for you/us/our students in
20187 Why?

* What different interests do you/we/they
see learner development as covering?

* What contradictions do you/we (and
your/our learners) encounter in aiming for
greater autonomy and empowerment in your/
our/their learning?

* And how might we/you/they continue to
explore and promote learner development
within the affordances and constraints of
different educational systems and structures?

* How might engagement with these
questions help us - as learners, teachers,
members of different communities, and
informed citizens - resist pervasive pressures
and attacks on inclusion and equality as public
values in civil society?

We would like to give some focus to such
questions in this 25th anniversary year, and to
this end we invite you to contribute short
reflections of 400-800 words on such matters
for the next issue of Learning Learning. Please
note that the deadline for sending in your
writing is September 30th. We’re looking
forward to hearing from you.
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Welcome to Learning Learning! We would like
to extend a warm welcome to the readers of
the spring and summer issue of Learning
Learning, Learner Development SIG’s online
newsletter. We hope that it will give you many
chances to reflect on new perspectives on
learner development and second language
education.
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First and foremost, we would like to thank
all the members and officers for their tireless
contributions to the development of the
Learner Development SIG. In looking back at
the past few months, working on the LD
Grants selection, PAN SIG, and the current
issue of Learning Learning highlight our first
quarter of 2018. Yoshio and | have been very
fortunate meeting and cooperating with
members and officers to create a more
collaborative and inclusive LD SIG community
during this period.

For the SIG’s activities in 2018 some
changes in the committee have taken place
since November last year. First, the chairs of
ILA2018, Ann Mayeda, Hisako Yamashita, and
Steve Brown, joined the LD committee to
foster a close relationship between the
conference and the LD SIG around this major
learner autonomy event of the year. Darren
Elliot also joined The Learner Development
Journal steering group, while Andy Barfield
stepped down. Darren is working closely with
the editors of issue 3 on learner identities and
transitions. In early February, due to work
commitments, Arnold Arao stepped down from
being the lead editor for Learning Learning.
Yoshi and | would like to thank Arnold for his
LL work in 2017. From February this year
Fumiko Murase, Ken lkeda, and Sean Toland
joined the editorial team to work
collaboratively with grant awardees on

developing their writing for Learning Learning.

In March James Underwood also volunteered
to help with editing and do layout, and,
together with Andy Barfield, James agreed to
coordinate the SIG’s publication activities for
2018. April saw Kio Iwai, a new member of
the SIG in 2017, joining Jenny, Kris, and Sami
on the SIG grants committee, while in May lan

Hurrell stepped back from coordinating Tokyo
get-togethers to focus on his new work
responsibilities. A big thank you to lan for his
work in helping to organise the get-togethers
in the last year, and a warm welcome back to
Ken lkeda in hosting the Tokyo get-togethers
again at Otsuma Women’s University. Just as
Kio has done - and Yoshi and myself too! - as
members of the Learner Development SIG you
are very welcome to step forward and take
part in the LD SIG committee. We would be
very happy to hear from you, so please do
contact us at our email addresses further
below.

For the past few months, the grants team
had committed to selecting the applicants for
the 2018 SIG grants. The programme team has
also done a wonderful job organizing the Pan
SIG conference in May. Thanks to both teams,
the LD SIG had a successful forum at the
conference, and one of the SIG grants was
awarded to Rick Mitcham at the conference,
which led to a wonderful discussion with Rick
and Jenny Morgan about learner
development and Rick’s presentation. The
other awardees - Gretchen Clark, Miki
Iwamoto, and Gregory Lambert (all JALT
International Conference Grant recipients) -
will receive their grants later this year.

At the current moment, we are in search of a
volunteer who is willing to serve as a treasury
officer after the November Annual General
Meeting. We welcome not only experienced
but also new members who do not have any
experience in accounting. You would be
working with the current treasurer, Huw Davis,
until you feel comfortable with your new
responsibilities. Even after you take up the
position, the Treasury committee in JALT will
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support you anytime by offering what you
need to solve the puzzles and troubles.

We would like to follow up with you about the
current financial situation of JALT as a whole
and its effects on the SIGs. JALT as an
organization went through a financially
difficult time in the 2017-2018 fiscal year. At
the last Executive Board Meeting in Ogaki,
JALT’s financial committee proposed the
reduction of the amount of annual funding to
each SIG. After two days of intensive
discussions, the proposal passed. At the
moment, we cannot offer the exact amount of
the reduction, but we predict that it would
not cause the LD SIG a lot of pain.

Speaking of budgets, while it might be too
early to mention, we would like to remind you
of the 2019 annual grants that the LD SIG
offers its members. Abstract submission
process starts in March and ends in April,
which leads to the screening and
announcement process in May. We strongly
encourage members who do not have
financial support from their institutions to
apply for the grants to get access for your
professional development and research
networks. In the next year, we will be more
effective in promoting the grants by sending
advance announcements and reminders for
you. In the meantime, we would also like to
ask you to mark your calendar for the 2019
grants. For more detailed information, you
can visit our grant page here: http://ld-
sig.org/grants/.

For the publication of this current issue of
LL, the expanded editorial team have worked
closely with contributors to develop their
writing, sharing their feedback on drafts with
each other, and focusing on many different
questions to do with learner development. We

GREETINGS AND NEWS UPDATES

hope that all of the contributors enjoyed
these journeys of discovery and benefited
from this collaborative approach. So, to end, a
shout-out to the readers of the 2018 spring/
summer issue of Learning Learning. We hope
that all of you will have a wonderful summer

and we look forward to seeing your
contributions in the autumn issue!

Yoshio Nakai <uminchufunto@gmail.com> &
Koki Tomita <tomita.koki@gmail.com>
Coordinators, LD SIG
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Yoshio Nakai <uminchufunto@gmail.com> &
Koki Tomita <tomita.koki@gmail.com>
Coordinators, LD SIG

25 (1): GREETINGS AND NEwWS UPDATES

Learning Learning editorial team
<LLeditorialteam@googlegroups.com>

Andy Barfield: barfield dot andy AT MARK gmail dot
com (editor, members voices)

Chika Hayashi: c-hayashi AT MARK hotmail dot com
(editor, translation coordinator)

Tokiko Hori: thori AT MARK tsoka dot ac dot jp
(editor, translator)

Ken Ikeda: kodanuki AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, grant awardee essays)

Fumiko Murase: fumikomurase AT MARK gmail dot
com (editor, grant awardee essays)

Yoshio Nakai: uminchufunto AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, translator)

Daniel Hougham: d.hougham AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, digital content)

Hugh Nicoll: hnicoll AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, webmaster)

Sean Toland: seanhtoland AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, grant awardee essays)

Koki Tomita: tomita.koki AT MARK gmail dot com
(editor, translator)

James Underwood: jamesmichaelunderwood AT MARK
gmail dot com (editor, layout)
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