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There is a prophet within us, forever whispering
that behind the seen lies the immeasurable
unseen.

—Frederick Douglass, 1862

This issue of Learning Learning is dedicated to
Naoko Aoki, co-founder of the Learner
Development SIG, who died in July this year. | first
met Naoko in June, 1994 at the Learner Autonomy
in Language Learning conference in Hong Kong. In
short, | have shared almost the whole of my time
in JALT with Naoko as one of my oldest colleagues
and friends, and it is still a bit hard to imagine
that I’ll not have the chance to share time with
her again-whether here in Japan, or elsewhere, on
our shared conference and workshop journeys.
Please see the collection of tributes to Naoko's
memory in "Remembering Naoko Aoki Together."
Sadly, we lost Richard Silver, also a co-coordinator
of the SIG, in March this year, and published a
collection of remembrances of him in issue 25.1.
This means that our 25th anniversary year has
been bookended by loss-of Richard, in the spring,
and Naoko, this past summer. We are, however,
taking this opportunity—as Naoko would insist that
we do—to celebrate the achievements of the year,
encourage a renewed commitment to learner and
teacher autonomy, and make our classrooms alive
with possibilities and the power of critical hope.

In Members' Voices we are publishing writing by
new members Richard Knobbs, Miki Iwamoto, Paul
Crook, Allen Ying, Masayo Kanno, and James
Thomas. Although these six writers have different
backgrounds and a variety of study, teaching, and
work experiences, all of them focus on
explorations of identity, agency, and motivation,
and are concerned with two interrelated
questions: how to help students cope with
demotivating curricular and institutional
pressures, and how to support them in becoming
more confident and engaged learners and users of
English. Please join us in welcoming these new
members of the SIG.

Richard Knobbs reflects on the ways his
experiences learning Spanish and French as second
languages in the UK stimulated his interests in
learner motivation, learner autonomy, educational
design, and educational psychology, and on how
his experiences as an ALT in Chiba have led him to
become a more reflective teacher. Miki Iwamoto, a
high school English teacher in Hyogo, started a
Master's degree in TESOL and joined JALT and the
LD SIG to help her students overcome the
demotivating influences examination English.
Welcome, Richard and Miki.

Paul Crook, originally from the UK, has taught
in Japan, Australia, and Hong Kong. In his piece he
shares his passion for literacy, and for education in
general (done right or, perhaps, authentically, i.e.,
"learning to think for yourself") as the necessary
foundation for lifelong learning. In a narrative of
his English learning experiences, Allen Ying reflects
on the importance of having near-peer role
models, first from the perspective of a native
Cantonese-speaking HongKonger, then as an
emigrant and L2 English learner in Australia, and
finally as a teacher researching and reflecting on
learner identity and beliefs here in Japan. Now
teaching in the Graduate School of Engineering in
Fukui, Masayo Kanno describes her journey from
"reluctant learner of English to a teacher-learner
of English.” And, finally, James Thomas shares the
story of his quest to apply research perspectives
on L2 motivation to his 13-year journey (so far) of
teaching EFL in corporate, eikaiwa, and junior
college settings.

This issue of Learning Learning also features
three short reflective articles from new members
Richard Sampson, Shu-wen Lin, and Joel Rian.
Richard, currently teaching at Gunma University,
brings—like many of us—a wealth of teaching and
learning experiences to his practice as a teacher-
researcher. In his article, he shares his reflections
(as teacher) on the importance of reflection to
learning itself, and on the challenges of
implementing a reflection project for learners.
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Shu-wen Lin is a member of the Sojo International
Learning Center faculty, and shares her thoughts
on "learning-to-learn"—and the "doctoral research
project on facilitating the development of
students’ meta-learning capacity” that her
understandings of the teaching-learning/learning-
teaching relationship grew out of. Finally, Joel
Rian, working in Hokkaido, reports on his
commitment to "Fostering Fluency through Wrong
English.” Joel's piece is both witty and practical;
his "wrong English" approach an implementation of
a basic precept of learner-centered teaching,
demonstrating the importance of starting from
where our learners are, and of helping them
develop their abilities to use English in more
natural ways.

LD SIG research grant awardee Arnold Arao
shares his ideas on the importance of Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL) in Japanese classrooms.
His essay reports on his presentation at the 2017
PanSIG conference, and on the ongoing project
work in SEL he is doing with the Kurashiki Board of
Education (Okayama) to address problems such as
bullying and school withdrawal.

The Free Space section in this issue includes
three pieces of writing that explore some of the
fundamental paradoxes and puzzles in our field:
definitions of autonomy, practices in editing and
publishing practices in the SIG, and the role
informal sharing sessions can play in teacher
development. First up is Alison Stewart's
meditation on the often bedeviling topic of
terminology, specifically about how slippery the
definitions of learner autonomy and learner
development can be. Alison's piece is followed by a
collaborative dialogue among SIG members
involved with editing and publishing The Learner
Development Journal in the last few years. | hope
that this discussion will be of particular interest to
LD members who are thinking about getting more
actively involved in writing and editing, in many
ways the lifeblood of our shared academic and
intellectual work. Finally, the Tokyo Get-Togethers
team share their July reflections and planning
discussions. For members in the Kanto, the Tokyo
Get-Togethers can be a wonderful opportunity to

develop ideas for research projects, and to simply
share stories about puzzles and themes of common
interest.

Next, in Research and Reviews, we include my
short review of Autonomy in Language Learning
and Teaching: New Research Agendas (2018),
edited by Alice Chik, Naoko Aoki, and Richard
Smith. The collection reports and reflects on
research agendas that were first explored on the
AILA Research Network of Learner Autonomy
(ReNLA) mailing list, AUTO-L. Those discussions
formed the basis of the ReNLA forum held in
Brisbane, Australia in 2014; the ideas in the
chapters were then further developed for
publication over the following two years. | am not
convinced that the agendas are by themselves
“new”-views emerging indeed over the past half
dozen years to be sure, which | hope and trust will
lead to further development. My book review is
followed by a series of conference reviews. Blair
Barr, Neil Cowie, Daniel Hougham, and Brett
Miliner share their reflections from the JALTCALL
LD Forum, followed by three pieces reporting on
the ILA2018 Conference. IATEFL Learner Autonomy
SIG friends Christian Ludwig and Giovanna
Tassanari are up first. Christian and Giovanna
arrived early enough to be spared typhoon related
disruptions to their travel arrangements and report
on the whole of the conference, from pre-
conference workshops through the dialogic plenary
by Leena Karlsson and Chika Hayashi to the
student conference Learners about Learning
organized by Ann Flanagan, Agnes Patko, and
Katherine Thornton. All in all, their report provides
a summary of the contributions of many LD SIG
members, including the fantastic organizing team
of Steve Brown, Ann Mayeda, and Hisako
Yamashita. Reading their report made me really
wish | could have joined everyone in Kobe in
September. Daniel Hougham also offers an
overview, and finally, Ann Flanagan, Agi Patko, and
Katherine Thornton report on the Learners about
Learning student conference they organized in
Kobe as part of the ILA2018 conference.

Issue 25.2 concludes with our Looking Forward
section featuring previews of this year's Learning
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Together: Creating Community 4 (CCLT4)
conference, scheduled for Sunday afternoon 16
December at Otsuma Women's University in
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, and a list of Learner
Development related presentations at the
JALT2018 conference in Shizuoka. Outgoing SIG
treasurer Huw Davies ("Otsukaresama, Huw!")
reports on the SIG's finances in a brief one-page
summary. This is followed by an updated set of
Information for Contributors pages. The Learning
Learning Editorial team members look forward to
working with you and other SIG members on their
writing, and to publishing Learning Learning Vol 26
no 1 in the spring of 2019. Please do feel free to
contact us at any time at

<LLeditorialteam@googlegroups.com>.

Hugh Nicoll, Learning Learning editorial team,
editor
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Hugh Nicoll, Learning Learning editorial team,
editor

News Update ;iR

The autumn 2018 issue of Learning Learning is
almost ready for publication, but as | look back
over the activities of the past year it is almost
shocking how quickly the year has passed. Indeed,
it seems like only yesterday that Koki and |
composed our first welcome message for
Learning Learning Volume 24, no 2, and now our
SIG's 25th anniversary year is about to come to its
close.

During the year, SIG members participated in
the PanSIG2018 conference held at Toyo Gakuen
University, Tokyo, in May, and we also held a forum
at the 25th anniversary JALTCALL conference at
Meijo University, Nagoya in June. The PanSIG LD
Forum was organized by Rob Morel, and featured
presentations by Blair Barr, Kate Maher, Marnie
Mayse, and Joe Tomei. A collaborative review was
published in Learning Learning 25.1. <http://ld-
sig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Back.pdf>
The JALTCALL Forum presenters -- Brett Milliner,
Blair Barr, and Daniel Hougham, joined by Neil
Cowie -- share their reflections in this issue.

In September, we were honoured to co-sponsor
"Whose Autonomy? Voices and Agency in Language
Learning,” the Independent Learning Association
2018 conference held at Konan Women's University
in Kobe. At ILA2018, Learning Learning editorial
team member Chika Hayashi gave a joint plenary
session with Leena Karlsson from the University of
Helsinki. | have very fond memories of being in the
audience as Chika and Leena shared stories from
their professional lives and histories, including
their passions and challenges as practitioner-
researchers and teachers, which helped me reflect
once again on my own language learning and
teaching journeys.

This November we will gather once again at
JALT2018 in Shizuoka. We want to offer our
congratulations to this year's LD SIG Conference
Grant award winners Greg Lambert, Gretchen
Clark, and Miki Iwamoto. We look forward to their
presentations later this month, and to the reports
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we look forward to publishing in LL26.1 We also
look forward to discussing our research projects,
exploring the ways we can explore learner and
teacher development together, and to welcoming
new members to the Learner Development SIG. |
hope that many SIG members will attend the LD
Forum at JALT2018, as well as the SIG's AGM and
the LD party on the Saturday evening of the
conference.

Editing work on Volume 2 of The Learner
Development Journal: Qualitative Research into
Learner Development is nearly complete. | would
like to thank Masuko Miyahara, Patrick Kiernan and
Chika Hayashi for their work with contributors and
for all that they have done to get the second
volume of the LDJ ready for publication. | am
eager to read the final versions of those research
papers.

Although 2018 provided many opportunities for
us to celebrate our achievements together as
members of the SIG, the most profound event of

2018 for me was the passing of Naoko Aoki, the co-

founder of the SIG in 1993. Naoko was my PhD
supervisor, and | will always cherish the times we
shared as research associates and for the ways
Naoko helped me learn what becoming a Japanese
Language teacher can mean. Naoko - and Naoko's
work - will be the compass | look to as | continue
my research and teaching journeys. Please join
with me and other SIG members in honoring
Naoko's memory, and in exploring the pathways
she pioneered, in 2019, and in the years to come.

Finally, we look forward meeting and working
with SIG members in what remains of 2018 and
throughout 2019.

Yoshi Nakai

(for Koki Tomita and Yoshio Nakai)
LD SIG co-coordinators

November 2018
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