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Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2019 issue
of Learning Learning, the Learner
Development SIG’s (LD SIG) biannual online
newsletter. We hope this issue, which contains
articles written through the lenses of teachers
and learners, can support teacher and learner
development in your classrooms.

This issue begins with Greetings from the
SIG coordinators, Koki Tomita and Yoshio
Nakai, reporting on the latest developments
for the Learner Development SIG. They
provide an overview of officer changes in the
last year, recap LD forums at conferences last
year, before briefly outlining the state of the
SIG's finances. In the Tokyo Get-together
Report that follows it, lan Hurrell, Ken lkeda
and myself report on what has happened in
the get-togethers that were held this year as
well as their future plans for them.

In Members' Voices Sandy Chong critically
reflects how she has been able to encourage
learner development in elementary schools
through action research. Then Sina Takada
gives a unique perspective through his eyes as
both a former student and now a teacher on
how self-access learning centres can facilitate
English use among learners.

Following on is a collection of Short
Reflective Articles by Kyoko Greundel,
Megumi Tokuda and Yuri Kawasato. Kyoko
Gruendel takes a reflective look at her
journey of becoming an autonomous English
teacher before reporting on what qualities
teachers should nurture in their students to
enable them to become more autonomous.
Megumi Tokuda reflects on her volunteering
and study abroad experiences that led to her
deciding to continue her studies in graduate

school. Yuri Kawasato explores the critical
incidents in each year of her university life
that led to her becoming a confident English
user.

In the Grant Awardees Essays, Gretchen
Clark shares insights from her interview with
Judith O'Loughlin at the JALT conference last
year. In this piece, they discuss how to
encourage resilience and community building
with learners and offer many activities that
can be easily applied to our classrooms.

In Looking Back, three pieces reflect on
the successful Creating Community Learning
Together 4 informal afternoon conference that
was held last December. These reflections
were collaboratively written by participants
who first made a poster at the end that
documented their experiences of attending,
which they then formally wrote up.

The issue closes with the Financial Report,
written by the new SIG treasurer Patrick
Kiernan, and the updated information for
contributors.

Many thanks to the hardworking Learning
Learning team for their tireless efforts in
working together with the contributors to get
their writing ready for publication:

Andy Barfield, Chika Hayashi, Tokiko Hori,
Daniel Hougham, Ken Ikeda, Fumiko Murase,
Yoshio Nakai, Hugh Nicoll, Sean Toland, and
Koki Tomita.

We hope you enjoy reading it and that it
gives you ideas for encouraging learner
development this semester and beyond.

James Underwood, lead editor, 2019 Spring/
Summer issue, Learning Learning editorial
team <LLeditorialteam®@googlegroups.com>
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James Underwood, lead editor, 2019 Spring/

Summer issue, Learning Learning editorial
team <LLeditorialteam®@googlegroups.com>
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Welcome to the first issue of Learning
Learning in the Reiwa Era! We hope that it will
give you many opportunities to reflect on new
perspectives on learner development and
second language education.

First, we would like to extend our
appreciation to all the members who
participated in and made LD activities exciting
in 2018. With a new academic year beginning,
the LD SIG will offer SIG members more
opportunities to share experiences and ideas
on learner development. Yoshi and | hope that
2019 will also be a fulfilling year for all the
members in the SIG.

Our special thanks also go to the
dedication of SIG officers who stepped down
from their positions in 2018 and to those who
became officers recently for their new
journeys in the LD SIG. Huw Davies, who
contributed to the LD SIG as a treasurer for a
long time, passed the torch to Patrick Kiernan.
The treasury job is one of the important
positions for every SIG to keep their activities
in a healthy financial condition. In particular,
the treasurer works with the Grants team and
helps grant awardees to make each
transaction go smoothly. We are very thankful
to both Huw and Patrick for taking their time
on dealing with the monthly tasks.

For the last few years, Jenny Morgan
supported the Grants Team with an extended
amount of energy and passion, but with a new
job starting, she felt it was time to take off
one of the many hats that she has been
wearing in the LD SIG. With the departure of
Jenny, we welcome Kio Iwai, a new officer to
the Grants Team. Kio has been one of the

active members in Tokyo get-togethers, and
we are looking forward to working with her in
the committee.

After Andy Barfield and Hugh Nicoll each
took turns as the lead editor for Learning
Learning in 2018, we have come to the launch
of this spring/summer issue under the lead of
James Underwood. The editorial team is
always looking forward to working with new
editors and contributors. If you are interested,
please contact the team at
<LLeditorialteam@googlegroups.com>. We also
send our big thanks to the contributors and
three editors (Chika Hayashi, Masuko
Miyahara, and Patrick Kiernan) who worked
hard to launch the second issue of The Learner
Development Journal. It includes seven
informative papers which discuss and analyze
qualitative research into learner development
from theoretical and practical points of view.
When you have a moment to spare, please
dive into this work here: <https://
ldjournalsite.wordpress.com>

We would like to introduce Gretchen Clark
as the new publicity chair for LD after Nicole
Gallagher farewelled from the team in 2018.
Gretchen has been sharing new perspectives
among the committee members and exploring
ways to reach out to current and non-
members of LD SIG by using her experience of
working in the JALT Kyoto Chapter.

We are thankful to Jim Ronald, Agnes
Patko, Andy Barfield and Jenny Morgan for
being wonderful organizers for our local Get-
Togethers in Hiroshima, Kansai, and Tokyo.
While the Hiroshima and Kansai get-togethers
have paused for the moment, lan Hurrell has
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come back to the Tokyo get-togethers in 2019
to help to organize them along with Ken lkeda
and James Underwood. At the end of 2018,
the Tokyo get-togethers team delivered
another amazing Creating Community:
Learning Together (CCLT) conference which
offered opportunities for presentations to 40
students and 10 teachers. We are hoping to
carry the momentum forward and create great
vibes for CCLT5 in 2019.

We also must thank Robert Morell and Blair
Bar for their commitment to be involved in
and organize forums at major JALT
conferences. We have certainly had a
successful LD forum during the Pan SIG
conference held on May 18-19 at Konan
University, Hyogo. We are hoping you will
attend the LD Forums at JALT CALL (Aoyama
Gakuin University, Tokyo, May 31 to June 2)
and the 2019 JALT International Conference
(WINC AICHI, Nagoya, November 1-4).

We take some space here to congratulate
LD members on their successful participation
in the 2018 JALT International conference in
Shizuoka. At the LD Forum on “Bringing
Learners Together,” Lee Arnold, Tim Ashwell,
Andy Barfield, Nicole Gallagher, Hideo Kojima,
Sakae Onoda, Jenny Morgan, Jim Ronald, and
Javier Salazar & Roxana Sandu shared their
practical teaching practices and research
experiences on helping to interact and
connect with others both inside and out of the
classroom. In addition, one of our grant
recipients, Gretchen Clark, did an insightful
interview with Judy O’Loughlin, a plenary
speaker of the conference, which she reports
on in this issue of Learning Learning. At JALT
2018 we had another successful AGM reviewing
the year, deciding on officer positions,
approving financial decisions, and making

plans together for 2019. Unfortunately,
neither Yoshi nor | could attend, so we are
looking forward to joining the AGM and sharing
a good time with you at the 2019 conference.
In case you missed the 2018 AGM, you can
access the minutes here <http://ld-sig.org/
welcome-to-the-jalt-ld-sig/annual-reports/>

As 2019 rolled in, Patrick Kiernan worked
together with the two of us to compile the
audit of the SIG’s financial activities in the
2018-2019 fiscal year. As we did in 2017, we
would say that we had a relatively healthy
financial activity in 2018. For more detailed
information, please refer to Patrick’s Financial
Report in this issue of Learning Learning.

For the publication of this current issue,
contributors and our LL editorial team worked
closely and collaboratively together. We thank
all the contributors and the editorial team
who invested so much time and effort to make
the publication of this issue successful. We
close our greetings by wishing that each
reader will encounter new perspectives on
learner development as they read through. We
are looking forward to seeing your
contributions in the autumn issue and to
meeting you hopefully in the rest of 2019.

Koki Tomita (for Koki Tomita and Yoshio
Nakai)

LD SIG co-coordinators
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