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JALT2020 Online 
46th Annual International Conference on Language Teaching and 

Learning & Educational Materials Exhibition 
Monday, November 16 to Monday, November 23, 2020 

<https://jalt.org/conference/jalt2020> 

Community plays an important role in language education, both inside and outside classrooms, and will 
take centre stage at JALT2020. The theme of this year's conference encourages participants to reflect on the 
importance of community, explore ways we can strengthen our professional communities and help students 
enhance their learning communities. We welcome sessions on any area of language education and 
professional development, particularly those which address the theme: Communities of Teachers and 
Learners. We are opening our call to teachers, students, administrators, publishers, and others who have an 
interest in learning about and shaping language education in Japan and beyond. 

JALT meets Wenger’s (2006) three crucial characteristics of communities of practice: “shared domain of 
interest”, engagement in joint activities and discussions, and shared practice. Many people in the JALT 
community share the same interests of professionally developing as language educators and helping others to 
develop, with a common goal of improving the educational opportunities of the force that drives this 
community: language learners. By bringing together people who have different backgrounds and expertise, 
JALT2020 can move us closer to that goal and help us to make that community thrive. We welcome people 
with all levels of experience and believe that all participants have something valuable to share with others. 
Join us to share your stories, experiences, research, questions and passion for our vibrant field. 

Learner Development Sessions at JALT2020 
Friday, November 20th 

TLC from LD: Transformational Learning Communities 
Friday, November 20th, 6:15 PM - 7:45 PM; Room 5 
Barfield, Andrew - Chuo University; Cusen, Oana - Kwansei Gakuin University; Feroze, Malik Amir - Hiroshima 
Shudo University; Hayashi, Aya - Waseda University; Ikeda, Ken - Otsuma Women's University; Imamura, Yuri - 
Kanda University of International Studies; Kelly, Riitta - University of Jyväskylä; Onoda, Sakae - Juntendo 
University; Osaki, Riho - Otsuma Women's University; Ronald, Jim - Hiroshima Shudo University 
• Format: Forum 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

In this forum, a range of interactive presentations will critically explore the theme of transformative learning 
communities (TLCs), based on theories of transformative learning where learners reach fundamental shifts in 
their worldviews and actions through reflection. Presenters will focus on distinct groups of learners (high 
school students, university students, teachers, teacher trainees, and practitioner-researchers), with forum 
participants invited to discuss and later share their reflections about TLCs in Learning Learning, the Learner 
Development SIG's newsletter. 
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Learner Development SIG Annual General Meeting 
Friday, November 20th, 8:00 PM - 8:45 PM; Room 5 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English and Japanese 

This is going to be the AGM of Learner Development SIG in 2020. At the AGM, we will look through the 2020 
Learner Development SIG Committee Review, and treasurer's report for 2019-2020 and draft budget for 2021. 
Also, we will discuss and plan our SIG activities for 2021. 

Saturday, November 21st 
Activities for Introducing English Word Roots 

Saturday, November 21st, 2:00 PM - 2:25 PM; Room 8 
Demme, Kevin - Tokoha University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Content area: Learner Development (LD) 
• Format: Practice-Oriented Short Workshop 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

It has been estimated that over three-fifths of modern English words have their roots in Greek, Latin, and the 
Romance languages. This workshop will introduce some practical activities for teachers to incorporate 
common English word roots into their discussion classes. It is hoped that these activities will help students 
remember more of the words they learn, see some of the patterns in the English lexicon, and give them 
practice speaking. 

Raising Learner Awareness of Mindset and Grit 
Saturday, November 21st, 2:35 PM - 3:00 PM; Room 8 
Beck, Daniel - Rikkyo University; Damm, Brian - Kanda Institute of Foreign Languages 

• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

In recent years, researchers have argued that the growth mindset, deliberate practice, and grit have more 
explanatory power about achievement and mastery than do innate talent and intelligence. This presentation 
will report on techniques the presenters employed to raise metacognitive awareness in students including 
feedback strategies and self-reflection activities used to foster a growth mindset and grit. 

My Twenty-Five Year Lunch 
Saturday, November 21st, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM; Room 21 
Jackson, Patrick - Oxford University Press 

• Context: General (JALT Junior) 
• Format: Plenary Session 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

Looking back at a quarter of a century as a teacher, author, publisher, and study abroad coordinator, the 
presenter will consider what he learned about teaching and learning along the way. He will look at certain 
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significant events and incidents that suggest ways in which Japanese students and teachers in Japan might be 
served better. 

Peer Roles in Sharing Analyses of Learner's Own L2 
Saturday, November 21st, 4:45 PM - 5:45 PM; Room 8 
Kindt, Duane - Nagoya University of Foreign Studies 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Content area: Learner Development (LD) 
• Format: Research-Oriented Long Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

Following an approach informed by sociocultural theory (SCT) and conversation analysis (CA), this paper 
explores peer roles in analytical sharing sessions of excerpts of learners' own L2 production, which focus on 
(1) vocal, (2) nonvocal, and (3) material modes, and (4) the three combined (multimodality). The longitudinal 
data show that the diverse roles vary greatly as does their impact on displays of learner's analytical skills in 
the three modes and the development of classroom community. 

English-Only Camp: Quasi-Immersion Program 
Saturday, November 21st, 5:55 PM - 6:20 PM; Room 8 
Ueno-Aihara, Yukie - Hokkai Gakuen University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

Instead of studying abroad some students stay in Japan, participating in quasi-immersion programs, such as 
English-only camps. The students and teachers get out of their classroom and participate in various activities, 
experiencing life in English in various situations. Are English-only camps effective? This presentation provides 
findings from the questionnaire and the analysis of participants' writings, followed by a discussion of the 
efficiency of this type of program. 

Leadership Style Preferences for SALCs in Japan 
Saturday, November 21st, 6:30 PM - 6:55 PM; Room 10 
White, Jason - Miyazaki International College 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This presentation reports the findings of a research project done for the researcher's Ph.D. program in 
Leadership with English content that was completed in the spring of 2020. The research investigated the 
leadership style preferences for workers at self-access learning centers at universities and colleges throughout 
Japan. The presentation will examine the results of the data collection and subsequent testing, as well as 
potential implications for future research. 
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Sunday, November 22nd 
Autonomy, Efficacy, Language Preference, and WTC 

Sunday, November 22nd, 10:45 AM - 11:10 AM; Room 8 
Carson, Eleanor - Matsuyama University; Ochi, Yoshie - Matsuyama University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

EFL learners must use their second language (L2) to learn well, but this is challenging. Research was 
conducted to explore unknown relationships between learner autonomy, self-efficacy, and student 
preferences for instructional language on their willingness to communicate (WTC). Participants (n=100) from 
first- and second-year EFL university classes in Western Japan completed questionnaires at the beginning, 
middle, and end of two 15-week terms. Presenters discuss significant correlations between all four variables. 

Working With Introverts in the Education Community 
Sunday, November 22nd, 10:45 AM - 11:45 AM; Room 21 
McCulloch, Heather - President, Gunma JALT Chapter 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Long Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

Heather McCulloch will draw on her own experience and research to examine what introversion is and what it 
is not. Her analyses of what goes on inside the introverted brain will help participants understand why 
introverts are so overwhelmed in social situations. She will discuss teacher attitudes that could help or hinder 
introvert performance within the classroom. She will offer participants ways to help introverts and extroverts 
work together to create a balanced community. 

Community Building in the First-Year Classroom 
Sunday, November 22nd, 11:20 AM - 11:45 AM; Room 8 
Hashimoto, Natasha - Tokyo Woman's Christian University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This action research study examines the ways in which the presenter implemented reflection and 
metacognitive strategies (Agarwal & Bain, 2019), fostered cooperation between students (Jacobs et al., 2002), 
and taught relaxation techniques to first-year students in a year-long academic writing and test preparation 
course. "Study Buddy" teams and "The Boot Camp" study planners used during the summer break kept the 
students motivated and accountable. Test scores and student feedback indicate the success of the approach. 
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Building Community by Blending Drama and CALL 
Sunday, November 22nd, 11:55 AM - 12:20 PM; Room 8 
Donnery, Eucharia - Shonan Institute of Technology 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This presentation traces how students gained interpersonal skills and intercultural communicative 
competencies (ICC) through drama-based pedagogy and participation in the International Virtual Exchange 
(IVE) project. Through process drama activities that culminated with writing-in-role, non-English major 
computer science students were provided a foundation for participation in the IVE project, thereby building 
community across the world. 

Pattern Building: Implementing Fluency Activities 
Sunday, November 22nd, 12:50 PM - 1:50 PM; Room 8 
Cruz, Jose Domingo - Kitakyushu University; Paton, Stephen - Fukuoka University; Jones, Kent - Ritsumeikan 
Asia Pacific University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Practice-Oriented Long Workshop 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This workshop will introduce a teaching method informed by skills acquisition theory designed to help 
students develop speaking fluency in a series of scaffolded steps that lead them from simple question/answer 
drills to the goal of being able to engage in an unrehearsed conversation for several minutes. The length of 
the conversation and level of abstraction of topics is relative to students' initial level. 

What, How, and Why: Online Intercultural Exchange 
Sunday, November 22nd, 12:50 PM - 1:50 PM; Room 18 
Nakamura, Mari - English Square; Sakui, Keiko - Kobe Shoin Women's University 
• Context: Teaching Children (JALT Junior) 
• Format: Practice-Oriented Long Workshop 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This workshop first demonstrates how to set up and manage an online intercultural exchange (OIE) project for 
young learners. It also reports on a case study that examines how an OIE project creates a space for children 
to develop learner agency. In the Q&A session, the participants will have an opportunity to explore the 
practicality and transferability of such projects in their own contexts. 
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Fostering Community in Self-Access Environments 
Sunday, November 22nd, 1:25 PM - 2:55 PM; Room 25 
Thornton, Katherine - Otemon Gakuin University; Taylor, Clair - Shotoku Gakuen University; Hooper, Daniel - 
Kanda University of International Studies; Kushida, Bethan - Kanda University of International Studies; Lyon, 
Phoebe - Kanda University of International Studies; Sampson, Ross - Kanda University of International Studies; 
Hayashi, Hiro - Kyushu University; Wolanski, Bartosz - Kyushu University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Forum 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This forum examines learner communities in self-access spaces, through several presentations and a follow-
up discussion. Topics covered include fostering teaching assistant study groups in a self-access context, 
learner engagement and identity with a social learning space as examined through the lens of the community 
of practice framework (Wenger-Trayner & Wenger-Trayner, 2015), and the challenge of sustaining and 
enhancing a community of learners split across two university campuses. 

Teachers as Self-Directed Learning Guides 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 5:45 PM; Room 8 
Ohashi, Louise - Meiji University; Delgrego, Nick - Tsuru University; Abe, Mayumi - Waseda University; 
Underwood, James - Gakushuin University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Content area: Learner Development (LD) 
• Format: Forum 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This forum features several short presentations on self-directed learning. The presenters will cover a range of 
topics related to their teaching practices, including their use of language learner histories; learner journals; 
online and face-to-face interactive tasks; negotiated goal contracts; and reflective tasks. They will also 
introduce measures they employ to facilitate open dialogue and create a professional teaching community. 
Finally, participants will be invited to share how they address learner autonomy in different contexts. 

Learning Together From Student Language Portraits 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM; Room 29 
Barfield, Andy - Chuo University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Poster Session 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

This presentation focuses on university students' interpretations of their language portraits and on wider 
factors in society that the students saw as impacting their languaged lives. The presenter will also report on 
what a group of teachers learned together from such student perspectives and how they came to new ideas 
for developing a team-taught course on multilingual issues in society. 

Newsletter of the JALT Learner Development SIG <http://ld-sig.org>                                           58



Learning Learning『学習の学習』 27(2): Looking Forward

Classroom-Based Assessment Without Tears: Flipgrid 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM; Room 29 
Head, Ellen - Miyazaki International College 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Poster Session 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

Recording dialogues can help provide a base for doing classroom assessment which is transparent and 
engaging for students. This poster describes an action research project comparing can-do lists and descriptive 
rubrics used in conjunction with Flipgrid, a recording app, as a tool for raising students' awareness of 
conversation strategies and target language and functions. The presenter draws on Dornyei's models of 
motivation by analyzing how repeated use of this framework helped students develop their abilities. 

Widening Participation in a SciTech Community 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM; Room 29 
McCarthy, Tanya - Kyoto University; Armstrong, Matthew - Kyushu University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Poster Session 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This collaborative research was undertaken to facilitate greater self-directed learning initiatives. Four iLearn 
services were offered to encourage wider participation in the SciTech community outside of student labs. 
Data analysis of audio recordings indicated students' capacity to give and receive critical feedback on various 
aspects of their learning, particularly on choice of research methodology, data analysis approach, specialized 
lexis, poster design, non-verbal language, and to a lesser extent, syntax. 

Forming Student Peer Support Communities on Campus 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM; Room 29 
Mossman, Timothy - Simon Fraser University; Murayama, Kanae - Ritsumeikan University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Poster Session 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

In this presentation, a case study of international student peer support communities in a private university in 
Japan will be reviewed. In particular, two pilot studies of training international student peer supporters will be 
explained. Also, the presenters will explore how to build an interactive and reciprocal community of teaching/
non-teaching staff and students for intercultural understanding on campus in Japan. Possibilities of 
encouraging autonomous learning in language education in Japanese universities will be discussed. 
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Peer Support for Incoming Students 
Sunday, November 22nd, 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM; Room 29 
Zitzmann, Andrew - Seinan Jo Gakuin University; Swanson, Malcolm - Seinan Jo Gakuin University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Poster Session 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

A Peer Support Team was set up to have second-year students assist the incoming students in their transition 
from high school to university. This presentation aims to explain the evolution of this program, including the 
selection of peer supporters and the activities involved. It will also look at the effect the program had on both 
student cohorts and options for further development in integrating incoming students into the university 
community. 

Inclusive Learning Communities Theory and Practice 
Sunday, November 22nd, 6:30 PM - 6:55 PM; Room 8 
Yphantides, Jennifer - Soka University; Watkins, Satoko - Kanda University of International Studies 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Practice-Oriented Short Workshop 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

The first presenter will discuss a variety of learning theories including behavioralism, cognitivism, and 
constructivism, and a number of language learning strategies such as cognitive and meta-cognitive 
awareness-raising, that form the basis of inclusive education. The second presenter will introduce some 
concrete examples of how learners with different learning needs can individualize their study of English 
through the use of these theories and strategies as well as additional, personalized resources. 

Monday, November 23rd 
Transitioning From High School to University 

Monday, November 23rd, 9:30 AM - 9:55 AM; Room 8 
Bartlett, Kevin - Tottori University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

This presentation explores the results of a survey of 77 university students and 21 high school teachers about 
their high school and university experiences. Results show that even though curriculum implementation has 
promoted communicative and group focused tasks, the amount of opportunities to speak in the classroom 
are still lacking, which has an impact on student motivation and willingness to communicate in the university 
classroom. Hints about improving communicative output in the classroom are provided. 
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NNS TAs' Impact: Cultural Awareness and Motivation 
Monday, November 23rd, 10:05 AM - 10:30 AM; Room 8 
Kira, Amanda - Yokohama National University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

Classes led by international graduate student teaching assistants (TAs) impact first-year undergraduate 
students' understanding of the world, their motivation to study and use English, and the expansion of their 
imagined L2 communities. Through analysis of qualitative data, this presentation encourages the utilization of 
NNS graduate student TAs from developing countries to broaden students' knowledge about culture, 
customs, and issues in other countries, and to expose students to contexts and models of using English as a 
lingua franca. 

Student Poster Sessions to Promote Learner Agency 
Monday, November 23rd, 10:45 AM - 11:10 AM; Room 8 
Howland, Edward Cooper - Hiroshima YMCA; Feroze, Malik Amir - Hiroshima Shudo University 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Content area: Learner Development (LD) 
• Format: Practice-Oriented Short Workshop 
• Delivery: Video Playback 
• Language: English 

Is it possible to create an in-class community of learners to promote presentation skills, research methods, 
self-confidence, motivation, and creativity with a single project? We have spent three years doing just that 
with our student poster sessions. The students conduct research projects of their own design and share them 
in poster expos. This workshop will share the complete project design, some of the posters, and a selection of 
qualitative feedback from the students themselves. 

Scaffolding Learner Interaction Effectively 
Monday, November 23rd, 11:55 AM - 12:20 PM; Room 8 
Hirano, Mina - Nagoya University of Foreign Studies 
• Context: College & University Education 
• Format: Research-Oriented Short Presentation 
• Delivery: Live (Zoom) 
• Language: English 

The presenter will address the result of a case-study which investigates how and what kinds of assistance are 
provided among low-proficiency high school learners, the teacher, and other learners in an EFL classroom 
setting in order to make a good learning community. The presenter will share what triggers scaffolding to 
occur, what types of scaffolding occur, and how learners and the teacher scaffold learning during classroom 
activities. 
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Creating Community Learning Together 6: ONLINE 
SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2020 (10:00-17:00)   

The deadline for submissions is Monday, November 30th 23:59  
投稿の締め切りは 11 月 30 日（月）23:59 です。 

This year has undoubtedly been a challenging year for us all. As a result of the COVID-19 global pandemic, 
many teachers and students have had to adapt to teaching and learning in new and challenging 
environments. Thus, we would like to acknowledge the hard work that teachers and their students have put 
into their learner and teacher development in the conference theme.  
今年は間違いなく私たち全員にとって難しい年となりました。コロナウイルスの世界的な拡大によ
り、多くの教師、そして学生がオンライン環境での学習に適応しなければいけない状況になりまし
た。 

We warmly invite proposals from both teachers and their students who are interested in sharing their 
experiences of teaching and learning during this difficult time while reflecting how they have developed as 
students and teachers.  
今年度のカンファレンスでは、この困難な時期を通して得た経験や、その中での成長の過程の振り
返りを共有してくださる教師と学生からの応募を心からお待ちしています。 

Teachers/Researchers, please click here for more information on how to submit a proposal. 
Students, please click here for more information on how to submit a proposal. 

Look forward to seeing you online! 

Ian Hurrell, James Underwood and Ken Ikeda (CCLT6 Co-chairs) 
Ellen Head (CCLT6 Organizing Committee) 
Koki Tomita (CCLT6 Organizing Committee) 
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