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Stepping up to take action: Beach cleaning as a first step

Mifu Yasakuni
Chuo University, Faculty of Law, 3rd year student

| am going to be in the third year of university this spring. | belong to an international exchange club, Tokyo Best, and
we are going to recruit first-year students from April. Recently we held a Zoom meeting to plan our recruiting activities,
and | suggested holding a beach cleaning event with new students. The reason why | would like to organize a beach
cleaning event is that I’'m concerned about global climate change, and | believe that considering myself as directly
involved in the issue and responsible for taking action is important. Do you know what beach cleaning is for? It is for
dealing with plastic pollution. Too many people throw away plastic trash; this waste material gets washed into the
ocean where birds and marine animals eat them, which damages their health in many ways. But this issue is related not
only to pollution, but also to global climate change. That’s because plastics “generate heat-trapping gases at every stage
of their life cycle” (Bauman, 2019). The production, transportation, consumption, and disposal of plastics creates
carbon emissions from when they are made to when they are disposed of, so beach cleaning is one way for us to take
action against this.

Let me share with you several experiences that made me interested in these issues. FAld. KFI1FEDHEEBDIR
¥7c. ANERE. YV —BEREDHESMBICR LT, V= vILAT 47 ETHREZT S EE.
Internet Activism [IC D WTHANTz, 35 &, SNSETIF. BEBMICHEEZEICSIML TWSBADHEDLET
LD L HENT, TalE. BADREYT L EFENFELE DT, BADBRADKRBLTWVWS, i
R PZOMEICDOVWT, DULEKRZR > fco RERIC, ROSDKRIBI 2ELFEZHAT. HEHBEICDOWVWT
FULLAMBESILRDE HRFEBICR U TOREBOEMD S ENfce SMUTVWBEBERART—7ILDTF
XUAANE ASHEEICDODWTELH ST ET. LDHEHEBEZIRENICEKU DK S IC/E >, Black Lives
Matter DFTERIEEND MR ICER A TE 5 122020 3. BRICETHAAN E 7 X
UNA PAUDCECERZAUAAOZET, ZRCOWT, BL # bgus

. . N - oY

Eofcc e BHBEKENSTce E5IC. FOWo It SHEX IR \0'6\,_\ivesw§\\.\ow6
. W08
ITEHAADEFEZNSTREDIF T, Khix=fEZ BN EbL>TL &?\7 ‘8(-1%
Misoee e brld (sl e s T Tonvame Tu violwce (| Cled o Pliek comwanities

SEEELT, E65ZXBELSIC/E oo | found especially interesting e
posts by Ms. Ito Natsumi (Instagram account: https://www.instagram.com/ 9 wihsg
ntmj_ito/?hl=ja) about a variety of social issues. This has had a massive \0 &,‘-‘“ lion
influence on me. She also shares news stories to do with issues which the il

media in Japan don't cover that much, for example the Pacific Ocean Garbage ¢
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consider our future and current lives. From there | started to find what | can do
now.

Another big influence on my awareness came through my seminar last
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was surprised by the fact that there were so many
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