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This is the third issue of Learning Learning this
year following on from the special issue (30th
Anniversary Conference Post-Conference
Publication) that appeared in mid-February and
the first “regular’ issue that came out in April. We
on the editorial team hope you will enjoy reading
the articles, reports, and announcements
contained within which represent many aspects
of our busy SIG. They show how teachers are
incorporating learner development into their
classes as they investigate and reflect on their
own teaching practices.

We are naturally pleased to receive articles
from all SIG members for inclusion in the pages
of LL, but it is especially nice to hear from

new members. In this issue we first hear from
new member, Kina Yokoyama, who describes
how she has overcome challenges in her
second language learning journey and how
she has sought out ways to stay motivated

as she transitions to becoming a teacher. This
connects to the next article in which Claire
Ryan shares her story of learning and teaching
practices. Touching upon similar themes to
Kina, Claire reflects on the applicability of Self-
Determination Theory in her teaching context
and how this relates to student motivation.

Following these opening two articles, Isobel
Hook and Mart Christine Johnston report back
on the conference sessions they have attended
as recipients of LD SIG awards. They both
seem to have benefitted from the bursaries that
enabled them to attend the PANSIG 2024 and
JALTCALL Conferences respectively.

In the Research and Reviews section, we include

two research reports from Chika Hayashi and
Kayo Ozawa, and a book review by Amber Kay.

In her article, Chika explains how she employed
Goal-setting Theory in redesigning a compulsory
first-year university course, and in her article,
Kayo explains how the introduction of SDGs as
content led her and her students to find extra
value and engagement in one of her English
courses. In her review, Amber introduces a
book on multimodal literacy which she has
found to be a useful resource in teaching the
digital natives in her high school classes.

In the Free Space section, Ivan Lombardi
interviews one of his former students, Miyu
Nishimoto, who has a vibrant online presence
now as an English language consultant and
self-proclaimed “eigo otaku”. The interview
provides a window on a world of “influencers”
and “followers” that older readers (and editors)
may be less familiar with.

Looking back, Mart Christine Johnston provides
a detailed report on the LD SIG Forum at
JALTCALL 2024 which she ran with Blair Barr
and James Underwood. And looking forward
we have announcements about the upcoming
JALT International Conference in Shizuoka and
our own CCLT8 event in December. In Learner
Development Journal news, the editors of LDJ9
(Stacey Vye, Rob Moreau, Amelia Yarwood, lvan
Lombardi) explain in a written interview how
they became involved in the LDJ9 project and
reveal where they are in the process a year
ahead of publication, and the LDJ8 editors,
Anna Costantino, Assia Slimani-Rolls, and

Nour Bouacha, confirm the imminent arrival of
their issue in December. Finally, this issue of
Learning Learning contains a financial report
from our treasurer, Patrick Kiernan, which
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presents a somewhat bleak picture of JALT and
SIG finances moving forward.

So, as you can see, there are plenty of interesting
articles to read and information to digest. James’
introduction, which follows, provides an excellent
overview of upcoming SIG events and activities
and underlines the many ways in which the SIG
endeavours to invite and engage its members in
active learning about teaching and how you can
become more involved.

Finally, | would like to express my thanks to
everyone who has submitted an article to this issue,
to the members of the LL Editorial Team (Lorna
Asami, Ken lkeda, Mike Kuziw, Ilvan Lombardi,
Hugh Nicoll, James (Jamie) Thomas, and Megumi
Uemi) who have assisted the authors in shaping
and refining their writing, and to Ivan for doing the
layout. If you would like to join the LL Editorial Team,
please get in touch at the above email address. You
would be very welcome.

Tim Ashwell in behalf of the rest of the Editorial
Team

COBDAR FEDFEH. F£315.838
SEIF2BAHRAICRITINERS GOAER I HV7
7L LK E SEIRBOIFEDOFEITY 4
BICRITSNIRYIOTBESIIH<DOD T MmEF
—L—EERBSIGOT X FaAmz R LS.
REBHSEBEZERLAWIZITNIEEVWTT NS
DERFIF HEM A BEDEIREZAE L IRDIRD %
MEEDSSICLTEBREBEMNERRICHDANTLS
MeRLTWETD,
FMFBEOZEBIOR—IIIBEH T 558FZSIGD X /N—
EENLFRVCIEITEZEIFEHBEAAEIFLVL LT
THHFHIFHREXA N =D OEBIFELVHD TS
B TIFFI FHEA/N—DKina YokoyamaFAIZ L 3.
E_SREETROBETEELLREZEDLDICRARL
feh FIHEMIC R BBIETEFR—aVEHFT 54
EEEDESITRRLIEMIIDVWTOENSEZEH TN TL
FI.CNUIRDEEDOABLEELTVE T KinatA
ERBRDT—ICDWTHNADS, Claire Ryan S Al
B REERI ZBEOHEBERBICEATIEINED
DN FIEENDEFEDETFAR—2avIlESB®RTIH%E
EZRLTVET,

CDRFID2DDFEEHEICHE. Isobel HookrMart
Christine JohnstonH'LD SIGEDZEEHE L TEML
1A T7LYR 2y avIil DVWTHRELTVET,
PANSIG 2024 £ JALTCALLA > T 7L > RICEMT B7=8
DY EZERL. TNENAETHBINEZFILLDITT,
IResearch and Review1 Dt 223> Tld. Chika Hayashi
¥ Kayo Ozawall & 32 DDIAZEHRE &  Amber KaylZ &k

3]

LEARNING LEARNING F#E0DZE] 31(3)

ZEFIHEBELTVE T, Chikald. KE1FELDHMER
BoBHRHITBEREERIZEDISITER LD Z
Pl Kayold . SDGszARB L TEATSR LT BS
HHEYHTIREI—RICHT-AMEECEOLDERHET L
SIChHoT- B EHBLTWE T Amberld . £ C. &
ROBETT IR RATATHHZBBEIRILD)Y—
RELTRDIFVILTFE—RIL-UTSO—ICET3E
FEAHBNALTVED,

1) —=2ZR—D—F—"Tl&.lvan Lombardih'. =58
VYA L GERICA Y SA>TEEIL. B %
MEEBA R EFNT BITHZFDMiyu Nishimoto I A
ICAVARAE2—%TVWE Lo DM AE 2 — I3 EBRD
B (BERED) IC>TUIH EDEIRADE N1
INIoH— o070 — 1 OEREEFRRETTINE
3—0

MLooking Backi @t 223> Tld Mart Christine
Johnstonh', Blair Barr&James Underwood ¥ 3R
E L7=JALTCALL 2024DLD SIGT7A4—Z LI DUWTEEH
BBEEXLET L. SBROFELL T BETHESN
% JALT International Conference 128 ICRfET NS
CCLT8A R +DEFEHADBD £, Learner Development
Journal®=a2—XTI&. LDJIDIREE (Stacey Vye.
Rob Moreau.Amelia Yarwood. lvan Lombardi) h*-f
VAP 2—RTLDIOT O T hADENIRE %R
L. ETIFgIOREDEERRZHRE L. £7/=.LDJ8
fREE DAnna Costantino. Assia Slimani-Rolls. Nour
Bouachah'1281218-57-LDISDEIT#HEHNILFI. 2%
IS 2B Y DOPatrick KiernanlZ K3 25HERED B S
NTUVFETLJALTESIGDBFERITIC DN T PR E L LY
RBELAREINTVETD,
CEVWTEWe kDI BERRVEEE PR R =2 HIEH
LTWFdH<James Underwood DRI Tl S HD
SIGDA R REENCEATIMENEHNIN.SIGHERE
DERETBFL.EBICEAIBMINAEZICEMLT
WeE<Ted DI £ I FREDEA O ERD KD EEE
D3HEEICOVWTGERFHALTVETD,

REBICEFETFR L KIS ItA 4L BEBEDESE
DX ExHE LB EIF3EFEUVELEVELL
REF—LDX>/N\— (Lorna Asami. Ken Ikeda. Mike
Kuziw. lvan Lombardi. Hugh Nicoll. James (Jamie)
Thomas.Megumi Uemi) D&EZIF. ELTLATI%E
BHL WS> kvaniCERFDEZRLIEVWEERVLE
I LLUREF—LICEMLIEWAIZ. EEEDX—)LT7RL
ZAEFTCTHEBLLIETVELDWELETY,

Tim Ashwell fREF—LZARFKLT)



GREETINGS AND NEWS UPDATES

James Underwood

LD SIG President
|d [at] jalt[dot]org

President’s Greetings for Autumn 2024

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the LD SIG’s
newsletter, Learning Learning. Thank you so
much to Tim Ashwell as lead editor, and the
rest of the LL team for working tirelessly on the
newsletter; not forgetting of course everyone
who contributed.

Since the Spring issue, the LD SIG has

been pushing forward with the energy and
enthusiasm that Spring brings. Through the
online get-togethers, the PanSIG LD SIG Forum
and the JALTCALL LD SIG Forum it has brought
people together to share, discuss and develop
ideas on learner development. And behind the
scenes, through issue 7 and 8 of the Learner
Development Journal, the JALT National LD SIG
forum, and CCLT 8, itis bringing these ideas
into the future.

Ken lkeda, and | hosted the online get-togethers in
April, June, July and September. The get-togethers
in June & July featured a mini-presentation by
LD SIG members, which provided the focus for
the meeting. Through this framework, in June,
we were able to learn together about how to
use generative Al to help students with writing
(from Mart Christine Johnston), how to develop
grading schemes to keep students focused on
their abilities in presentations (from Blair Barr)
and how to ensure that learners use generative
Al according to their language learning goals
(from myself — James Underwood). And in July,
we were able to hear from Mike Nix, how his
students engaged with stories while researching
diversity and minoritized groups in Japan; and
also how James Clear’s four step plan can be
adapted to aid students making proposals
relating to the SDGs (from Ken lkeda). After
these short presentations, we could discuss,
give feedback and think about how the topics
raised related to our interests.

During this period the LD SIG also had forums
at the JALTCALL (May 17-19) and PanSIG

(May 24-26) conferences. At the JALTCALL
conference, Mart Christine Johnston explored
how Japanese university students can improve
their writing skills by using Al (such as ChatGPT)
with a single prompt. Blair Barr focused on

how he has developed the grading schemes

of writing assignments to keep students
focused on their abilities to produce English

in presentations. And | (James Underwood)
examined how guidelines relating to the use

of Al can be negotiated between students

and teachers to ensure that Al tools promote

a sense of independence and autonomy. A
week after JALTCALL, in the PanSIG conference
Anita Aden presented on “Learner Chronicles:
A Compilation of Student and Teacher
Perspectives on Learner Growth,” and Mike Nix
talked about “Staying with the trouble: Learning
through stories about minoritized groups.”

Both forums were well attended and after the
presentations there was time for discussion and
reflection.

Behind the scenes the Learner Development
Journal (LDJ) steering group: Andy Barfield,
Huw Davies & Yuri Imamura, has been

working with the editors of both issue 8 and

9. LDJ8, edited by Anna Costantino, Assia
Slimani-Rolls and Nour Bouacha, is due

for publication in early December this year

on Exploring Grassroots, Innovative, and
Creative Approaches to Language Learning
Materials Development Through Inclusive
Practitioner-Research (https://Idjournal.ld-sig.
org/ldj8-in-progress/). And LDJ9, edited by
Stacey Vye, Robert Moreau, Amelia Yarwood

& lvan Lombardi, is now in the review stage
where members of the LDJ Review Network are
providing supportive and constructive feedback
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on the development of contributors' writing

in progress on Engaging With and Exploring
Autonomy, Creativity, and Well-Being for Learner
Development (https://Idjournal.ld-sig.org/Id|9-in-
progress/).

The upcoming LD SIG Forum, An Exploration of
Diverse Learner Development Communities,
will be held at the JALT2024 International
Conference at the Shizuoka GRANSHIP on
Saturday, November 16th from 2:45 PM - 4:15
PM (in the A/V Hall second floor), and will
feature presentations from Amelia Yarwood,

Jo Maynard & Satoko Kato, and myself. The
forum will focus on the benefits and challenges
that we have experienced in taking part in
different professional communities to do with
learner development, learner autonomy, learner
advising and self-access learning. In the forum,
participants will have opportunities in pairs and
small groups to discuss and reflect on their
experiences as well.

Then in December Creating Community
Learning Together 8 (CCLT8) will be back

at Otsuma Women'’s University in Tokyo, on
December 22, and will feature three rounds
of poster presentations from students and
teachers. The theme for this conference will
be “Stories of Collaborative, Sustainable,
and Transformative Learner Development.” In
addition to the face to face conference there
will also be an online space where students
or teachers, who are unable to attend, can
upload their presentation materials: posters,
video, slides. More details about this will be
announced soon.

Thank you everyone for your hard work!

James Underwood

LD SIG President (at the February Executive
Board Meeting it was decided that the English
and Japanese for the leading roles in all SIGs
would be changed to PresidentlE &%)
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