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Tim Ashwell

LL32.1 Lead Editor
lleditorialteam[at]gmail[dotjcom

In this issue: Learning Learning, Volume 32, Issue 1
SFICDOWVT

This issue of Learning Learning includes a
variety of articles from SIG members and their
students, all naturally deeply connected with
our shared interest in learner development.

The SIG President, James Underwood, opens
the issue by summarizing many of the activities
the SIG has organised over the last 6 months
and directs us to all the exciting events
happening in 2025.

Three new (or newish) members of the SIG,
Bobby Nawbary, Mark Johnson, and Eric
Hauser, then introduce themselves in the
Members’ Voices section by revealing why
learner development interests them, how they
try to incorporate it into their teaching, and
what kind of research they are involved in or
wish to pursue in future. | hope these pieces
allow you and them to make connections.

Betty Lau’s story of learning and teaching
practices which follows shows how she

feels her journey of learning and discovery

in a number of traditional Japanese arts has
contributed to her own growth as a teacher.
She reveals how she thinks the mental training
and self-discipline she has developed through
practising these arts has allowed her to both
more deeply empathize with her students and
become a more adaptable teacher.

At the heart of this issue are 12 reflections on
the CCLT8 event which was held on December
22nd at Otsuma Women’s University. Ten

of the reflections are written by students,

many of whom presented at the event. Two
are by teachers. They showcase how CCLT
has become a very valuable opportunity for
students and teachers to meet, share and
present their work to people from other
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universities, and how it creates a community
where learner and teacher roles merge and
interact. Some of the contributions are really
touching and heartfelt. | recommend reading
them all!

In the final section this time, Andy Barfield
shares a research report about how he has
been using generative Al (Google Gemini) to
understand whether and how his students
have developed over a year in a project-based
learning (PBL) class. The article offers many
useful tips on PBL as well as raising some of
the tricky questions that surround the use of
generative Al as a research tool. As always,
Andy writes with great fluency and clarity
showing how to incorporate a high degree
of reflexivity into research writing. A great
example for the rest of us to follow!

Finally, very many thanks to everyone who has
submitted an article to this issue, especially
everyone for whom this is a first publication -
there is no looking back! Also a huge shout-out
to the members of the LL Editorial Team (Lorna
Asami, Ken lkeda, Mike Kuziw, Ivan Lombardi,
Hugh Nicoll, James (Jamie) Thomas, and
Megumi Uemi) who have assisted the authors
in shaping and refining their writing, and to
Ivan for doing the layout. If you would like to
join the LL Editorial Team, please get in touch
at the above email address. You would be very
welcome.

Tim Ashwell (on behalf of the rest of the
Editorial Team)
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GREETINGS AND NEWS UPDATES

James Underwood

LD SIG President
|d [at] jalt[dot]org

President’s Greetings for Spring 2025

Welcome to the Spring issue of the LD SIGs
newsletter, Learning Learning. Thank you to all
the contributors and the LL editorial team for
their hard work.

Since the Autumn issue, the LD SIG has been

busy. The Annual General Meeting was held at the
beginning of November, and a forum was held
at the JALT International Conference. Then,

in December, it organised a mini-conference
(CCLT8) and published Issue 8 of the Learner
Development Journal. And finally It held online
planning meetings in February and March to
brainstorm events and publications for 2025.

The AGM was held on November 1st; in the
meeting, we announced who was changing roles
in the committee and thanked those stepping

up or down. Then we reflected on 2024 events,
publications and membership. After this we
started to plan 2025, while keeping in mind the
financial status of the SIG, and made decisions
on the number of Grants to be awarded and
possible themes for the PanSIG forum. To see the
minutes of the meeting, please click here.

The LD SIG Forum was held later in November
on the 16th, at the JALT International Conference.
The theme was “An Exploration of Diverse
Learner Development Communities”, and in this,
Jo Mynard and Satoko Kato first presented their
experiences of collaborating in their research
and practice on Advising in Language Learning
(ALL). Then, | reflected on my experience as

a committee member of the LD SIG before
getting the audience to share their experiences
in small groups and brainstorm ways to get
more members involved. A summary of both
presentations and the brainstorming session can
be found here. The forum was well attended, and
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the brainstorming sessions were rewarding for
everyone involved.

On December 22, CCLT8 was held at Otsuma
Women'’s University. The theme of the mini-
conference was “Stories of Collaborative,
Sustainable, and Transformative Learner
Development”, and it featured 27 poster
presentations from students and teachers. It
was a lively and well-attended conference;
please click here for photos and posters. Thank
you very much to all those who participated, and
who helped with the organisation and setting up
the conference venue on the day: Andy Barfield,
Jenny Morgan, Lorna Asami, Kay Irie, Ken Ikeda,
Mike Nix, Patrick Kiernan, and Tim Ashwell.

Also in December, Issue 8 of the Learner
Development Journal, “Exploring Grassroots,
Innovative and Creative Approaches to
Language Learning Materials Development
Through Inclusive Practitioner Research,” was
published. The Issue features five exploratory
inquiries and two practice based reviews, and
can be viewed here. Many thanks to the
contributors, and the editors for working on
this; it is a great collection of articles exploring
material development through practitioner
research.

In the planning discussions that took place in
February (11) and March (12) we brainstormed the
themes for the JALTCALL and JALT2025 forum,
more details on these will follow soon. After that,
we discussed the possibility of a book project,
which interested members could collaborate
on in the coming year. One possible theme that
came up was “Learner Autonomy in the Age of
AL’ We also discussed the theme and format
of the Get-togethers, the first of which will be
on April 18, from 8-10:30pm, and will include a
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuc5xKsXUk97-plK7X9Gb6gNHO_TNmoG2_Om1Zt5_5A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuc5xKsXUk97-plK7X9Gb6gNHO_TNmoG2_Om1Zt5_5A/edit?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/ld138/creating-community-learning-together-8-stories-of-collaborat-rptq8jm5gbq9w6d0
https://ldjournal.ld-sig.org/issues/2025-03-issue-8/

brainstorming session for the book project. More
details on this will follow soon.

Looking forward to the year, there will be a
LDSIG forum at the PanSIG Conference held

at Kanda University of International Studies,
from May 16-18. And we are in the process of
organising a forum at the JALTCALL conference
in July 18-20, and also at the JALT International
Conference which will be at the National
Olympics Memorial Youth Center, in Tokyo from
October 31-November 2.

Wishing you all a great start to the Academic
year!

James Underwood
LD SIG President
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