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GREETINGS AND NEWS UPDATES

Tim Ashwell

LL32.2 Lead Editor
lleditorialteam[at]gmail[dotjcom

In this issue: Learning Learning, Volume 32, Issue 2
SFICDOWVT

In this issue of Learning Learning, we have the
usual eclectic mix of articles contributed by LD SIG
members and people working on SIG projects.

We start with two Members’ Voices pieces from
new SIG members, Richard Ingham and Yuka
Kono. They both describe their teaching contexts,
the areas they are currently researching, and
their reasons for joining the SIG. It would be great
if readers can find connections and shared areas
of interest.

Rob Moreau and Amanda Kira have contributed
reflections on the LD Forum at the PanSIG
Conference held back in May. It seems to have
been a very successful event and both Rob and
Amanda convey how useful they found it to present
their work while interacting with other participants.

In the next section of this issue are two research
reports from Shiori Watashima and Chika Hayashi.
Shiori conducted a small study with 3 young
learners to see how reflective and recursive
practice could enhance her students’ ability

to produce spontaneous follow-up questions
during a conversation. Chika reflects on how she
has incorporated various kinds of collaborative
activity into her teaching over the last 15 years
and how this has contributed to her students
becoming more autonomous learners.

In the following section, Mark Johnson and Amber
Kay report on what they enjoyed about the
2025 PanSIG Conference which they attended
as recipients of a SIG grant. Both seem to have
gained a lot from the experience.

For a variety of reasons, Yoko Sakurai’s article
appears as a ‘Grant Awardee Report’ even
though the article itself is a fully-realised research
report. Through a number of vicissitudes and
the onset of the pandemic, Yoko was not able
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to write a report when she received an LD

grant, so this research report stands in lieu of a
grant awardee report. | think you will agree that
Yoko’s research report offers an extremely clear
explanation of the concepts of “growth” and
“fixed” mindsets and suggests concrete steps we
can take to help our learners move from the latter
to the former. It also reflects Yoko’s own growth
mindset through the open and reflective way she
has explored this area with her students.

In the final part of the issue is an interview with
the Learner Development Journal Issue 10
editors, James Underwood, Amber Kay, Anna
Costantino and Ana Inés Salvi, in which they
explain how they came together to lead this
issue and report on progress one year into the
project. LDJ10 has one more year to go before
publication while LDJS will be appearing soon.

As always, the contributors to this issue have
been helped to refine and clarify their writing
and the message they wish to convey through
the dedicated support of the members of the
LL Editorial Team. On the Editorial Team at the
moment are: Lorna Asami, Hugh Nicoll, lvan
Lombardi, Jamie Thomas, Ken lkeda, Megumi
Uemi, Mike Kuziw and myself. If anyone is
interested in joining the team, you are, of
course, very welcome. Please contact us at:
lleditorialteam[at|gmail.com. As well as providing
feedback to contributors and therefore learning
about reviewing and editing, there is also an
opportunity to learn about how to lay out and
design the newsletter. Please come and join us!

Tim Ashwell (on behalf of the rest of the Editorial
Team)
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James Underwood

LD SIG President
|d[at]jalt{dot]org

President’s Greetings for Autumn 2025

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the LD SIGs
newsletter, Learning Learning. Thank you to all
the contributors and the LL editorial team for
their hard work.

Since the Spring issue, the LD SIG has been
actively presenting and working on its publications.
In the Spring Semester it held forums at both
the PanSIG and JALTCALL conferences.

At the PanSIG conference in May, Amanda

Kira, lIvan Lombardi, Lasni Jayasooriya, Mark
Johnson, Robert Moreau & Stacey Vye, shared
their valuable insights on the theme “Developing
the Whole Student: A Path to Autonomy.” The
forum was a great success with both presenters
and participants coming together to learn

from each other. Then in July at the JALTCALL
conference, Blair Barr, Katherine Song and
myself presented as part of the LD SIG forum on
the subject of “Feedback and Autonomy,” which
was again well received. Many thanks to all those
who participated, presented and worked hard to
organize these.

On the publications side of the SIG, the Learner
Development Journal editors have been working
hard alongside the LDJ steering group, with
two issues of the journal at different stages of
development. Issue 9 of the journal, “Engaging
With and Exploring Autonomy, Creativity, and
Well-Being for Learner Development” edited by
Stacey Vye, Rob Moreau, & lvan Lombardi is

in the final review stage. While Issue 10 of the
journal, “Teacher and Learner Perspectives on
Reflection, Metacognition, and Assessment:
Exploring Quality of Learning and Development,”
edited by Anna Costantino, Ana Ines Salvi,
Amber Kay, & myself has just entered the
second stage of the review process.
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Meanwhile another exciting chapter to the

LD SIG publications has begun with the
announcement of a call for proposals for a new
LD SIG Book Project, “Learner Development in
the Age of Al edited by Ivan Lombardi, Isobel
Hook, Mike Kuziw, Tim Ashwell & Amanda Kira.
As the deadline for proposals for this is January
5th, 2026, there is more than enough time to be
involved, and become part of this collaborative
inquiry into the relationship between Al and
Learner Development.

Coming back to the subject of Events, the LD SIG
will be holding its forum at the JALT International
Conference, at the National Olympics Memorial
Youth Center in Yoyogi, on Sunday 2nd of
November from 13:10 in room 416. And later

in November, on the 30th, the ninth Creating
Community: Learning Together conference

will be held at the Myogadani campus of Chuo
University, and will feature interactive poster
presentations and Kamishibai from teachers
and students. If you are in the Tokyo area, or are
planning to visit, it will be great to see you there!

Lastly, as | have decided to step down as
President at the AGM that will be held mid-
November, | would like to thank everyone on the
committee for their outstanding hard work over
the past three years that | have been President.
The SIG would not have been able to accomplish
what it has done without your help, ideas, and
dedication.

James Underwood
Outgoing President
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Call for Contributions to Members’ Voices | X>/\—DE
Send to lleditorialteam[at]gmail[dot|com by February 9th, 2026

#1: a short personal profile of yourself as a learner and teacher and your interest in learner

FRE-HELLTOBEOTO7r—ILEFBEONRICEIT SEIK (%9 2,000 574,000 =)

#2: a story of your ongoing interest in, and engagement with, particular learner development
(and/or learner autonomy) issues (about 500 to 1,000 words)
FREOHERCFEEDOBRICETZEERCEDEA (2,000 74,000 F)

#3: a short profile of your learner development
research interests and how you hope to develop your research (about 500 to 1,000 words)

FREOHRICETZIARART LSROMEDRE(K 2,000 -4,000 F)

#4: a short profile of your working context and the focus on learner development/learner
autonomy that a particular institution takes and/or is trying to develop in a particular

BREOEN FABHECH TS LICEIT2FEEOHRRYCERICETSEDEA (12,000 F
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