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Tim Ashwell

LL33.1 Lead Editor
lleditorialteam[at]gmail[dotjcom

In this issue: Learning Learning, Volume 33, Issue 1
SFICDOWVT

Welcome to the Spring 2026 issue of Learning
Learning, LL33.1. The editorial team hopes you
will find something in these pages that enables
you to make new connections or that sparks a

new interest in LD matters.

In this issue of Learning Learning, we initially
share Members’ Voices through their responses
to a recent membership survey. Twelve SIG
members describe their teaching and learning
interests, their research interests, and what
they would like to discuss with other SIG
members. By reading about their interests,
you may discover someone who has a similar
focus to you, someone you can email or meet
at an event, someone you can start a new
conversation with.

In the next section, we present a story of
learning and teaching practices and a research
article. The first contribution is from Robert
Moreau and Daniel Hooper who discuss how
they have used their own experiences of
studying Japanese as a way of achieving greater
understanding of their students’ struggles with
learning English. They feel they are more able

to empathize and stand in solidarity with their
learners as a result. In the second contribution,
Olivia Winata Saputra reports on an investigation
she carried out into the contrasting motivations
of Indonesian and Japanese students. Her
inquiry reveals how Indonesian parents may
exert a strong positive influence on how their
children view English and themselves as English
learners and asks whether Japanese parents
have a similar effect on their children.

In these pages, we also celebrate the Creating
Community, Learning Together 9 event held on
November 30th 2025 at the Chuo University

Myogadani Campus with a collection of 20
reflections from people who presented at the
conference. Through their explanations and
posters we hope that those of you unable to
attend the conference will get a vivid sense of the
energy and camaraderie the event generated.
You will also see how participation helped both
teachers and students to gain new perspectives
and confidence moving forward. A huge thanks
to Andy Barfield, James Underwood and Cecilia
Smith for being central to organising CCLT9. And,
of course, an enormous thank you to everyone
who participated.

The final contribution to this issue is an article
co-written by 5 LD SIG members in response

to the cue: “What LD means to me”. The idea
behind the article was to add flesh and bone

to the somewhat nebulous term “Learner
Development” in the hope that the article may
serve as a resource for people new to the SIG so
that they can get some sense of what LD might
mean. The hope is that the article might also
help potential contributors to Learning Learning
so that they can see whether their practice and
research interests fit with those of the SIG.

As ever, many thanks to the Learning Learning
Editorial Team for all their hard work putting this
issue together. We hope you enjoy reading all
the articles!

Tim Ashwell (on behalf of the LL Editorial Team:
Ken lkeda, Lorna Asami, Mike Kuziw, Ivan
Lombardi, Hugh Nicoll, Jamie Thomas, and
Megumi Uemi)
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James Underwood

LD SIG President
|d[at]jalt{dot]org

President’s Greetings for Spring 2026

Welcome to the Spring issue of the LD SIGs
newsletter, Learning Learning. Thank you to all
the contributors and the LL editorial team for
their outstanding work.

Since the Autumn issue, the LD SIG has been busy.
First a forum was held at the JALT International
Conference at the beginning of November, and
then at the end of November the Annual General
Meeting was held online. In December we held
the CCLT9 mini-conference and then Issue 9 of the
Learner Development Journal was published. And
finally in January we held online planning meetings
to brainstorm events and publications for 2026.

At the beginning of November, on November 2nd,
the LDSIG held a forum at the JALT International
Conference. Seven members: Anita Aden,
Arisa Minami, Devon Arthurson, Henry Foster,
Ken lkeda, Kayo Ogawa and Satomi Yoshida,
successfully interactively shared their thoughts,
experiences and interests on supporting learners
to become autonomous, reflective, and strategic
in a tech-rich world in poster sessions. The forum
was well-attended and organized, so a big thank
you to everyone who participated, and also the
organizers Cecilia Smith, and Chunmei Huang.

Secondly, the AGM was held online on November
23rd. In the meeting we welcomed Kimberly
Loren Reyes (Programme), Mark Johnson
(Membership), and Yuka Kono (Website) to

the committee, and thanked Jenny Morgan
(Programme Team) and Chunmei Huang
(Programme Team) for their hard work as they
stepped down. We also reviewed programme
activities and membership developments from
2025 and discussed plans for strengthening
participation at upcoming events in 2026. For a
summary of the AGM, please see here.

Thirdly, at the end of November, CCLT9 was
held at Chuo University (Myogadani Campus),
which accommodated our largest CCLT to date

very well. We would like to thank the 73 student
and teacher presenters whose efforts helped

to make it a truly engaging and interactive
afternoon event. We hope that many other LD
SIG members will consider taking part in the
CCLT10 event in 2026. Thank you very much to
all those who helped with the organisation and
setting up the conference venue on the day:
Andy Barfield, Cecilia Smith, Ken lkeda, Patrick
Kiernan, Robert Moreau, and Tim Ashwell.

In December, Issue 9 of the Learner Development
Journal “Engaging With and Exploring Autonomy,
Creativity, and Well-Being for Learner Development”
was published and can be found here. Many
thanks to the editors, Stacey Vye, Robert
Moreau, & lvan Lombardi, and contributors

for their hard work in collaborating together to
produce another inspiring issue of the journal.

In the planning discussion that took place online
on January 4th, we discussed Grants, Get-together’s
and Forums. For this year we decided three
conference grants will be awarded. We also
thought that four Get-together’s will be held, with
two in the Spring semester and two in the Autumn.
We finished up by brainstorming possible themes
for the LDSIG forums at PanSIG, JALTCALL, and
the JALT International Conference.

Looking forward to the year ahead, there will be
a LDSIG forum at the PanSIG Conference held
at Chukyo University, from May 23-24 and later
in the year at the JALTCALL conference, held at
Konan University, from June 12-14. Lastly, there
will be another forum at the JALT International
Conference which will be held at the WINC Aichi,
in Nagoya, from November 20-November 21 (TBA).

Wishing you all a great start to the Academic
year!

James Underwood
LD SIG President
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